0:0:0.0 --> 0:0:0.600
Interviewer
OK.
0:0:2.670 --> 0:0:8.830
Interviewer
Great. OK. So tell me a little bit about yourself. Like, where did you grow up and how did you end up at X?
0:0:9.530 --> 0:0:12.850
Oh yeah, so I actually, I was born in Q.
0:0:14.210 --> 0:0:20.170
Student12
I lived in Q until I was about 12 ish. Then I moved to the UK.
0:0:20.290 --> 0:0:35.370
Student12
And then I just carried on my academic career in the UK and then I applied to X through my last school, which was Z, and seeing them fit sixth form. And I applied because of X scholars as itself.
0:0:36.120 --> 0:0:37.440
Interviewer
OK, cool.
0:0:38.820 --> 0:0:46.580
Interviewer
So it was it sort of the scholars programme that then made you want to come to X or had you heard about it before or anything?
0:0:47.520 --> 0:1:17.120
Student12
No, it was actually the X programme, so I came across to an e-mail my school sent, sent all of us an e-mail saying that there was this opportunity and I had never been to a uni and I didn't know anyone that had gone to uni because I'm the first one in my family to go to uni. So then I just decided to apply. I got through and then when I went there I just I really liked DNA. Like I love the campus, I love the people 'cause. I'm like, I used to live in W and people in W are very like, I don't know like.
0:1:21.900 --> 0:1:22.140
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:1:17.580 --> 0:1:26.860
Student12
You don't really talk to them because they're they're all busy doing something, but in X it was more like there was more, you know, contact and stuff. And I just really liked. I just fell in love with the uni.
0:1:27.770 --> 0:1:31.130
Interviewer
Amazing. That's really nice to hear. So what are you studying?
0:1:37.650 --> 0:1:37.810
Interviewer
OK.
0:1:31.520 --> 0:1:52.360
Student12
Oh, I I did in the X scholars I did archaeology 'cause. I was thinking of doing that 'cause I like the Asian stuffs. But then I decided to go for business management international with Spanish because I was doing economics. I was doing Spanish and I was doing psychology. So it was like a mixture of everything that I liked. So I decided to do that.
0:1:52.980 --> 0:1:58.140
Interviewer
Fab and how are you finding it? And do you know what you want to do afterwards yet? Or is it too early?
0:1:59.550 --> 0:2:13.910
Student12
Umm, I do know that I wanna own my own business at some point, but when it comes to doing something with my degree, I have no idea at the moment. I think I'm trying to get my placement and after my placement I will see if I have decided what I like or what I don't like.
0:2:14.230 --> 0:2:31.950
Interviewer
Yeah, that's a really good idea. Yeah. Good way to try out some stuff, 'cause. It's hard to know, isn't it? Until you've actually done it so amazing. OK, so you mentioned that you're the 1st in your family to go to university. Is that obviously your parents didn't go. Did you have any siblings or other relatives that went?
0:2:36.230 --> 0:2:36.750
Interviewer
OK.
0:2:40.620 --> 0:2:41.20
Interviewer
Bye bye.
0:2:32.750 --> 0:2:57.790
Student12
I didn't. I do have siblings, but they didn't go to uni. They they stopped at school in sixth form and decided because we did move from Q to here and when they when when they moved we didn't know in English. So then they couldn't relatively carry on studying because there were also of age which meant they had to pay for their studies and it was. We weren't in a position where we could do that.
0:2:58.660 --> 0:3:7.100
Student12
So I was very lucky 'cause. I came like under 18 so I could carry on my free from, you know, education and learn English. So I was very lucky.
0:3:7.520 --> 0:3:15.680
Interviewer
Yeah. Amazing. OK. And how did you sort of experience support from your family when you were then applying to higher education?
0:3:17.760 --> 0:3:44.560
Student12
More like encourage like it was more like just, you know, like you can do this like you have like my mom. Especially my dad he he doesn't know a lot about union stuff. But Mom knew that she wanted me to go to uni because she just wanted one of us at least to go to uni and yeah like she was just like you can do it just ask for help because she wasn't able to help me directly but she knows she would she would try to get involved but my mom definitely was there.
0:3:50.210 --> 0:3:50.570
Student12
Yeah.
0:3:45.660 --> 0:4:1.340
Interviewer
OK. Yeah. So they sort of helped you with like the emotional support, more so than obviously, yeah, the knowledge because they didn't have it. Yeah. OK. And how about what support was available at your school or college for your university application?
0:4:6.730 --> 0:4:15.410
Student12
We did. We did have, like, uh, deadlines, that's what they put in place. Would like to make us kind of do our.
0:4:15.490 --> 0:4:38.450
Student12
Our personal statement, I remember I was very lucky that I will. I got along with my economic teacher. He was very nice. And you know, he was able to go through my personal statement and give me a few like deed like feedback on it. So that was very good because I did like we were able to book like a 30 minute slot of 1 to 1 feedback on our personal statement. So yeah.
0:4:39.880 --> 0:4:39.920
Interviewer
K.
0:4:39.820 --> 0:4:46.740
Student12
That's that's the only thing that I remember we got and you know, links to online resources, but it wasn't really much like.
0:4:55.460 --> 0:4:55.780
Student12
Yeah.
0:4:47.650 --> 0:5:0.410
Interviewer
OK. Was that so? Did you take part in what was available? Did you take part in the one to one sessions for personal statements and stuff? Yeah. OK. And how about how do you feel about that level of support in your school?
0:5:1.850 --> 0:5:32.610
Student12
Well, I think I was a bit unsure. You know 'cause, I don't know. Most people had people that went to uni and they had help from them and it was more like I relied on those 30 minutes to send my application. So it was more like a bit like you know, I just hope that they actually were very like real with me and they told me what I actually needed to improve on and then they just, you know, give it to me because they just have to get it done because I did see that some teachers maybe didn't put as much effort for all the students because they knew.
0:5:32.650 --> 0:5:34.530
Student12
They weren't gonna get anything if that makes sense.
0:5:34.960 --> 0:5:35.600
Interviewer
OK.
0:5:35.210 --> 0:5:58.370
Student12
So it was more like I I did have good grades. I had predicted away, so I wasn't really worried about that, but I was worried about, you know, 'cause, they knew English was my second language. I kind of didn't want them to put that kind of bias towards my application, if that makes sense, because I don't. I didn't want them to let things go like pass just because they're like, oh, yeah, English is the second language. It's fine. Which I didn't want them to do. So I was a bit scared of that.
0:5:59.290 --> 0:6:8.610
Interviewer
OK. And do you feel well, I suppose you you got in, but do you feel like that is the support you received, you know they did give you honest feedback that was useful, yeah.
0:6:8.90 --> 0:6:16.130
Student12
No. Yeah, it did. 'cause. I was lucky. And then I got it with my economics teacher. So he was very straightforward 'cause. He was also French, so he kind of understood.
0:6:17.790 --> 0:6:17.950
Student12
Yeah.
0:6:16.690 --> 0:6:20.90
Interviewer
Second language thing. Yeah. OK, great.
0:6:21.650 --> 0:6:30.530
Interviewer
And did I'm not sure that some of your a level years might have been during COVID. Is that no. OK.
0:6:29.980 --> 0:6:31.500
Student12
Oh, that was GCS for me.
0:6:32.190 --> 0:6:42.670
Interviewer
Gcc's. OK, so during your A levels, were there any times that universities or like representatives from university came into your school to kind of talk about higher education?
0:6:45.580 --> 0:6:50.180
Student12
I don't recall that, but I do recall that they took us to the UK ex exhibition.
0:6:51.240 --> 0:6:51.920
Interviewer
OK.
0:6:55.260 --> 0:6:56.60
Interviewer
Right, yeah.
0:6:51.310 --> 0:6:56.150
Student12
So and then that's where we got to speak with Eunice.
0:6:56.270 --> 0:6:58.750
Student12
That was full day from like 9 to 5 everyone there.
0:6:59.400 --> 0:7:0.800
Interviewer
Mm hmm. Did you find that useful?
0:7:2.290 --> 0:7:9.690
Student12
Yes, but I didn't really take into account because I had already made my mind up about going to X. By that time, I think.
0:7:10.910 --> 0:7:11.230
Student12
Yeah.
0:7:10.380 --> 0:7:12.780
Interviewer
OK, so it's a bit later on, yeah.
0:7:12.650 --> 0:7:13.10
Student12
Yeah.
0:7:14.0 --> 0:7:25.80
Interviewer
OK. And you mentioned that you know there were sort of different levels of maybe support for different students in your school. Did most of your peers end up going to university as well?
0:7:26.100 --> 0:7:33.460
Student12
That I know that. Yeah, yeah, most like my friends that are people that I know. Yes, they did came to uni.
0:7:36.540 --> 0:7:44.340
Interviewer
So you were doing sort of a similar thing to your friends and kind of able to support each other, you know, through it a little bit or?
0:7:45.970 --> 0:7:50.10
Student12
Just complaining about it together. But we didn't actu, you know?
0:7:48.20 --> 0:7:50.980
Interviewer
Yeah. Sometimes that helps though, right?
0:7:51.310 --> 0:7:53.790
Student12
Yeah. Yeah, it does. It does. So yeah, you could. Yes.
0:7:54.680 --> 0:8:1.280
Interviewer
Cool. OK. And did you take part in any extracurricular activities whilst you were at school?
0:8:2.140 --> 0:8:8.460
Student12
Yeah, I was part of the Army Cadet force, so I was always doing that from, like, twice a week.
0:8:9.450 --> 0:8:23.90
Student12
For like 3 hours after in the afternoon in the evening, basically. Yeah. And yeah, I think that was it because I was doing a level, so I couldn't really manage my time really well. So that's the only thing I could do those eye levels.
0:8:23.830 --> 0:8:33.990
Interviewer
How did you find that? And did you find that there was anything from that that you kind of used in your university application or even now in your university experience?
0:8:34.770 --> 0:9:7.290
Student12
No. Yeah, definitely. I think when I first joined it, I was a bit troubled as a kid. So thanks to the you know, the ACF, there'll make it up for us. I was able to acquire discipline and just good stuff from there and it kind of shaped my personality as well. And you know, I was able to go out there, get qualifications like first aid and stuff like that. Thanks to it, learn how to use rifles and stuff. So I really, I am thankful for that. And when it comes to uni, I did talk about it on my application, on my personal statement. I talked about the ACF then how it has shaped me.
0:9:7.820 --> 0:9:26.300
Student12
And in a day-to-day life, I think discipline's a bit gone. But when it comes to keeping things tidy and stuff 'cause, it's a bit weird. Now, 'cause, I don't have my mom telling me tidy up, but the rest I think it's OK. But yeah, I think I've learned a lot from my respect for others and stuff. I think it's great.
0:9:30.300 --> 0:9:30.620
Student12
Yeah.
0:9:26.970 --> 0:9:36.450
Interviewer
OK, that's very interesting. Yeah, it's a good one. OK. And when you were considering higher education, did you have any financial concerns?
0:9:36.600 --> 0:9:44.880
Student12
Definitely. That's why I was looking at degree apprenticeships on my first, you know, that was my first option, degree apprenticeships because.
0:9:45.720 --> 0:10:18.480
Student12
It just didn't it. The calculations weren't adding up, so my mom was like, no, because my mom had to work and study to get her sixth form certificate or whatever. So she was like, no, like, it's not the lifestyle I want you to carry on because you're not ready for it. You need that kind of mid, like, kind of step in between them work and study 'cause. You're not ready 'cause. I was always like mummy's girl. So I wasn't. I've never worked before and stuff. So my mum always made sure that we only focus on education.
0:10:18.830 --> 0:10:30.910
Student12
So I wasn't really exactly ready, even though I kind of feel like I could have been, but I prefer this. You know, I don't know anything apart from this studying. So yeah.
0:10:31.760 --> 0:10:44.480
Interviewer
OK. And were we able to get this kind of support, whether that be, you know, advice about the financial situation to enable you to actually then decide to take the decision to go?
0:10:45.750 --> 0:10:50.670
Student12
Yes. So my economic teacher as well, Sarah mentioned him a lot. He was just very deaf for me.
0:10:50.940 --> 0:10:51.420
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:10:52.150 --> 0:11:14.950
Student12
He was like he just told me about, like, finance and stuff. 'cause. I didn't know we could take out loans like I would qualify as a loan. Like to be able to take out loan 'cause I only I was been here for eight years, not seven years. And then I was very unsure where that could qualify. He was like, no, you could because you have the settle status, which is what you get after living here for quite a long time, which qualifies you to get the loan. And then yeah, through him.
0:11:15.460 --> 0:11:16.620
Student12
Good to know about that.
0:11:18.670 --> 0:11:18.870
Student12
Yeah.
0:11:17.460 --> 0:11:22.460
Interviewer
OK, great. So that, yeah, he sounds like a really important person to to help you through it.
0:11:21.350 --> 0:11:22.510
Student12
Yeah, definitely. Sure.
0:11:23.700 --> 0:11:24.740
Interviewer
Great. OK.
0:11:35.270 --> 0:11:35.630
Student12
Yeah.
0:11:26.80 --> 0:11:46.560
Interviewer
So yeah, just moving on to talk about X scholars and when you were thinking about applying to uni. And so you mentioned that you've got an e-mail from your school that that said about X scholars, OK, was there any other emphasis put on it like anything that they were encouraging you to do it for certain reasons or was it just literally here's an opportunity?
0:11:47.130 --> 0:12:0.610
Student12
Yeah, it was more like that. They didn't really talk about it. They just sent an e-mail and I just caught. My mom was like, no, you have to do it because you've never been to uni. You should go out there and see what it feels like. And then, yeah, I just applied.
0:12:1.540 --> 0:12:6.140
Interviewer
OK. And how would you describe your experience of X scholars?
0:12:6.880 --> 0:12:20.160
Student12
I think it was very light. It was very magical for me. I don't know if that makes sense 'cause, I just didn't know anything about uni, so going there was like very like wow, like, this feels so good. Like, this is what I wanna do.
0:12:20.870 --> 0:12:22.270
Interviewer
Yeah. OK.
0:12:23.550 --> 0:12:29.750
Interviewer
And you sort of mentioned that you wanted to go and see what it was like. What else did you hope to get out of the X scholars programme?
0:12:32.550 --> 0:12:54.30
Student12
I think the main thing was to see what it was like. Yeah, like to see how lecturers would be, how what the work life balance would be, stuff like that, 'cause. I really did wanna see what? What I'm gonna expect for four years, which you can't really see there because it's quite short and, you know, it's more dedicated to have a fun day out kind of.
0:12:55.480 --> 0:12:56.0
Student12
So yeah.
0:12:56.720 --> 0:13:1.840
Interviewer
OK, so which parts of X scholars did you enjoy like the most?
0:13:3.870 --> 0:13:17.870
Student12
So we went to this site where there archaeologists, there's a bit we went to like this site. There were looking at and it was quite fun. We got to see the findings like the work in progress. It was fun.
0:13:19.40 --> 0:13:28.760
Interviewer
OK. And how about the kind of social elements or they're talking to current rating students. Did you find any of that useful?
0:13:42.670 --> 0:13:42.950
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:13:29.710 --> 0:13:52.670
Student12
Yeah, we did talk to some. I think it was nice because they were currently experiencing, but I'm thinking about doing so it's very nice to see them. But again, I took it with a pinch of salt because you know, everyone's experienced a bit different. Some people are made, some people are not so, but yeah, it was really good to hear though it we I did get to know a few things that I thought maybe I need to prepare for that and stuff which was good.
0:13:54.270 --> 0:14:3.950
Interviewer
So you mentioned, obviously you know you can't fully know because everyone's experience is different. Did you feel that the kind of students and staff working on X scholars kind?
0:14:5.460 --> 0:14:10.260
Interviewer
Accurately represented kind of like your experience and your background.
0:14:22.470 --> 0:14:22.710
Interviewer
OK.
0:14:11.680 --> 0:14:29.440
Student12
Not my background, but I do. I do get like I do understand what they meant by uni is hard, but it's fun like things like that. Like use like. Yeah, I think when it's when it comes to experiences. Yes, but not with background. I think we came from different backgrounds.
0:14:29.930 --> 0:14:30.410
Interviewer
OK.
0:14:30.390 --> 0:14:32.350
Student12
If if that was what you meant by your question.
0:14:34.310 --> 0:14:34.630
Student12
Then yeah.
0:14:32.610 --> 0:14:38.890
Interviewer
Yeah, yeah, yeah. That's yeah, that's as well. Thank you. Are there any parts of the programme that you didn't enjoy?
0:14:41.780 --> 0:14:45.60
Student12
Well, this this happened two years ago, but I'm trying to really remember, sorry.
0:14:45.290 --> 0:14:46.890
Interviewer
Yeah. No. So it was a while ago.
0:14:47.970 --> 0:14:49.490
Student12
That it didn't enjoy.
0:14:54.250 --> 0:15:12.970
Student12
Oh, my God. No, no, I don't think nothing stood out for me. That was like, oh, I don't want to do that or I don't like this. No, I think it was alright. You could keep up with the, you know, with things that were scheduled relatively easy and you could get you, you know, you could get involved and you couldn't get as much involved as you wanted to. But it was OK. It was variable.
0:15:14.910 --> 0:15:15.70
Student12
Yeah.
0:15:13.730 --> 0:15:15.290
Interviewer
OK, fantastic.
0:15:16.870 --> 0:15:25.310
Interviewer
And I know that you've mentioned this a little bit already, but what would you say was the impact of the programme on your decision to apply to university in general?
0:15:26.760 --> 0:15:45.400
Student12
In general, well, I think I got to see like what uni was about and I got to see other people experiencing uni and it was kind of like that community that I wanted to join. So I definitely got to see like the academic community and I wanted to join that. I wanted to become part of it and yeah.
0:15:47.110 --> 0:15:49.110
Student12
Yeah, I think that's, yeah.
0:15:49.930 --> 0:15:51.50
Interviewer
OK, great.
0:15:52.330 --> 0:16:7.290
Interviewer
And it's fine if you don't necessarily have a suggestion for this. But what do you think that universities can do to support students more when they're still in secondary school? So at the age when you were taking part in X scholars, any other activities or support?
0:16:10.640 --> 0:16:11.200
Student12
I didn't.
0:16:13.320 --> 0:16:43.880
Student12
Well, you could say like, well, this is a bit of like I don't know how do you feel about this, but maybe like a one to one talk with like an experienced student from X, maybe that would help because they were kind of easy win into the whole uni thing and you know it'll be nice to talk to the someone who's there and maybe from similar background 'cause you kind of have gone through the same route and you can kind of talk about things that you're worried about and they have already gone through.
0:16:44.160 --> 0:16:49.440
Student12
Or maybe you know, going through in a certain way. Not exactly, but something similar.
0:16:50.330 --> 0:17:1.850
Interviewer
OK, at what stage of the process would that be useful? Like, before you're even thinking about university or once you already start thinking about where to apply when do you think that would be useful? That chat?
0:17:3.990 --> 0:17:32.990
Student12
I think he has to be after you have decided where to apply because if you don't know where you're gonna apply, it is most likely going to change and you're gonna kind of do your personal statement in a certain way. 'cause I had like 6 draughts 'cause I wanted to do different things, so if you're not sure, I don't think you'll be good because you're gonna be really tailoring your questions. So that specific personal statement and after, if you change it, it's just not gonna be as helpful.
0:17:34.50 --> 0:17:43.530
Interviewer
OK, cool. Thank you. So we'll move on now to talk a little bit about your current university experience. So how are you finding university so far?
0:17:45.190 --> 0:18:18.110
Student12
I it's a lot of of independence, to be honest. It's quite a bit 'cause when you come from sixth form, it's like 9 to 5 people. When you're back telling you to do things and he's just like you don't even have to sound. That's electric. It's up to you. But you know, the smart things to go, but I don't know the I don't really like independence like that. I thought I was ready. You know, when you're at home just like, oh, I want to leave. But then when you go out here, it's just like, oh, I miss my mom. I miss my dad. Definitely want to go back home every weekend and I don't know. I am part of societies as well, which.
0:18:18.150 --> 0:18:24.950
Student12
Kind of helps, but I'm not really into like drinking and stuff, so most socials I don't really go to, so I don't really get to socialise a lot.
0:18:25.870 --> 0:18:49.750
Student12
But you know, I do know someone from my uni that also applied here, but we we're not closed. So we don't really get to speak. So it's a bit lonely, I would say the experience itself, it becomes a bit lonely and a lot of independence are you know, like you don't expect to get straight like just given to you just like that as soon as you join. Oh, what else?
0:18:51.490 --> 0:18:59.490
Student12
If you don't really have discipline, it gets really really messy like your. Your time management has to be on point.
0:19:3.350 --> 0:19:3.550
Interviewer
Mm hmm.
0:19:0.930 --> 0:19:4.530
Student12
But yeah, a lot of independence, which if you're not ready.
0:19:5.480 --> 0:19:6.120
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:19:6.70 --> 0:19:6.590
Student12
It's not great.
0:19:8.790 --> 0:19:9.190
Student12
Definite.
0:19:7.280 --> 0:19:11.520
Interviewer
It's a big change, isn't it? Like you say from sixth form, where it's very structured.
0:19:12.880 --> 0:19:27.0
Interviewer
OK. Do you feel that the X scholars programme kind of made you any more prepared for university or could is there more that it could do to kind of prepare you for that independence and that different lifestyle?
0:19:33.800 --> 0:19:33.920
Interviewer
Hmm.
0:19:28.70 --> 0:19:55.510
Student12
I wouldn't say you help me with independence because it was four days, if I recall correctly, and it wasn't like they were able to, you know, it just and it was very different to what you need is like as well 'cause it was day out there because they were kind of like trying to attract students rather than, you know, showing them what I mean they were. But it wasn't like a true representation of what uni is like, if that makes sense. It was more like 4 fun days to get you attracted to uni.
0:19:56.70 --> 0:20:6.750
Student12
Which I am I appreciate because it is what kind of made me applied to you to X. But it's not really like, you know, representative of what?
0:20:10.10 --> 0:20:10.450
Student12
Yeah.
0:20:10.500 --> 0:20:26.860
Interviewer
Yeah. OK. That's interesting to know. So you mentioned like a couple of challenges that you face at university. So you're you're part of societies, but you feel that maybe you can't get involved in the social stuff because they often revolve around drinking.
0:20:27.150 --> 0:20:29.110
Student12
Yeah. So I'm part of the football.
0:20:30.70 --> 0:20:30.630
Interviewer
OK.
0:20:30.750 --> 0:20:37.550
Student12
So if it's a bit stereotypical about football people, when I call go go well.
0:20:38.650 --> 0:20:54.970
Student12
So it's more like, you know, and when they did do like a well, I am part of the investment society. I did participate in that, which is quite nice. We did a trade in competition like recently and I got 4th place only female there. So that was good to see.
0:20:55.490 --> 0:20:56.250
Interviewer
Nice.
0:20:56.650 --> 0:21:6.690
Student12
Yeah, but there is like other options, but it's not, as you know, a passion, passion like football for me. So it's not like I enjoy it to my maximum, yeah.
0:21:7.760 --> 0:21:20.360
Interviewer
OK, So what do you feel that you know, would kind of help with those challenges? I mean, it sounds like maybe if there was a little bit more emphasis on socials that didn't involve drinking.
0:21:21.390 --> 0:21:54.710
Student12
Yeah, I think it's maybe it's my fault as well. 'cause, I haven't really been out there to find like my group of people, if that makes sense. Like I realise like it's a bit late now because I was very like, I don't know, but since since I've been a child. But when I come into like new surroundings, I have to look at people and see how they act. So it makes a bit hard for me to fully go out there until a bit of time. And when I'm ready for that, people already made their groups and it's a bit awkward for me to, like, join them now, if that makes sense. 'cause everyone's like, oh, but I'm hanging out with her or I'm going with my friends. And then I'm like.
0:22:10.20 --> 0:22:10.140
Interviewer
Hmm.
0:21:55.170 --> 0:22:13.450
Student12
OK, that's OK. Because you know, it depends. I don't know. I think it might be in my childhood, but this is how I just am like I take a bit long because I don't know. There's so many things that I'm not ready to put out there like people are and it takes time. So by that time, people have already made their friend groups.
0:22:14.910 --> 0:22:22.430
Interviewer
Yeah, yeah, I understand that. That might be challenging. Is there anything I know it's it's a little bit difficult because you know.
0:22:27.420 --> 0:22:27.740
Student12
Yeah.
0:22:24.70 --> 0:22:28.790
Interviewer
It it's maybe a situation where the university can't really get involved, but is there anything that you think?
0:22:30.510 --> 0:22:36.830
Interviewer
Could be sort of put on or facilitated by the university or support services. That would make any of that easier for you.
0:22:39.330 --> 0:23:7.290
Student12
I think they've done their part, to be honest. They've created societies, they've created events. It's just up to me at this point, like if I'm failing at that's because of me. Like, it's just like, you know, I'm just not able to go fully out there. Like I'm able to be social and stuff. I don't know if you can tell, but I'm quite. I talk, but it's just like, you know, when it comes to meeting and talking about stuff, I'm just a bit like, no, thank you of like, the first few weeks, a month.
0:23:8.140 --> 0:23:8.620
Student12
But yeah.
0:23:9.750 --> 0:23:16.790
Interviewer
Yeah. OK. Is there anything else that you would like to raise in terms of things that university?
0:23:18.70 --> 0:23:25.310
Interviewer
Could be doing to better support students in any aspect, so not necessarily just the social stuff, but any other support or.
0:23:26.130 --> 0:23:56.770
Student12
Yeah, I particularly remember we're doing the X scholars actually, but I was very you know I wasn't a dilemma 'cause I did learn archaeology, but I did also want to do law at that point. So if you had to pick archaeology, you couldn't do law, so you didn't get to fully, you know, see all of your. How do I say all of your interests there even though you know and this this for me was my only option to see uni. So it was very like frustrating that I couldn't. I had to pick one.
0:23:57.770 --> 0:23:59.90
Student12
That makes sense.
0:24:0.220 --> 0:24:1.460
Student12
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
0:23:58.170 --> 0:24:3.130
Interviewer
Is that within the X scholars stream you mean you couldn't do 2 streams? Yeah.
0:24:2.600 --> 0:24:18.160
Student12
Yeah, I like. I would be willing to live into like I remember was four days. I I would have been willing to do 2 days there and two days to enjoy the course, not like extending it 'cause. I understand it is a bit cost that is running a free charge. So I will you know I would have been able like I would have liked to do both.
0:24:19.950 --> 0:24:20.470
Interviewer
OK.
0:24:19.740 --> 0:24:22.340
Student12
Oh, you're able to perceive both interest.
0:24:23.90 --> 0:24:33.730
Interviewer
Right. Yeah. OK. And how about at like, well, whilst you're at university, do you feel like you can explore enough of your interests or?
0:24:39.220 --> 0:24:39.300
Interviewer
Mm.
0:24:35.720 --> 0:24:41.520
Student12
Yes, but it comes with a cost involved. I'll be very honest. It comes like football came with a cost.
0:24:55.490 --> 0:24:55.610
Interviewer
Hmm.
0:24:42.880 --> 0:25:6.760
Student12
Which I'm fair right now and it it feels a bit like it feels a bit of a betrayal. I'll be honest, because I paid that. And then when it comes to socials, I'm not really involved because of the way they carry the socials. I don't know. So it was it was more like I kind of feel cheated in that way, but not the same time. Applause. Sometimes we have too many people on the team and it's just, you know, it's not very like I always think about money.
0:25:17.830 --> 0:25:18.310
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:25:7.630 --> 0:25:18.390
Student12
And it's not like, you know, value for money. So I so that kind of puts me off from like using other kind of societies to join that you have to pay a membership to that makes sense.
0:25:20.330 --> 0:25:25.250
Interviewer
How else do you find managing your finances now that you're a university?
0:25:26.50 --> 0:25:43.930
Student12
Yeah, I I rarely spend. I spend on groceries and it was recently that I bought 2 like 2 trousers because I needed them. But I do. I am quite tight with money, but not to the point where like I will starve myself or something. I like to eat. My mum always told me that if you eat good, you won't die.
0:25:45.370 --> 0:25:45.570
Student12
So.
0:25:44.370 --> 0:25:46.730
Interviewer
Yeah, this is a good life lesson.
0:25:47.450 --> 0:25:59.330
Student12
Yeah. So as long as you eat a little bit, you won't die and you need to eat because you're studying, which requires a lot of energy. So she's always been, you know, she my mum has always taught me how to control my finances. 'cause she likes maths and stuff.
0:25:59.950 --> 0:26:5.470
Student12
Like so, she controls the House's finances, so I kind of always followed her. So that's why I know.
0:26:6.340 --> 0:26:8.940
Interviewer
OK. So you feel that you're able to?
0:26:10.200 --> 0:26:14.440
Interviewer
Do that within that. Your kind of budget with your loan and things. Do you feel that you can manage that?
0:26:40.780 --> 0:26:41.60
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:26:14.830 --> 0:26:43.710
Student12
Yes, yes. At the moment, yes. Thank. But yeah, I'm a bit scared for next year because I'm going to private housing because I thought it might be cheaper and I hope it is, but I'm a bit scared of, like, my housemates gonna go because I'm going with housemates are different to a need, like different kind of lifestyle and may use up too much of like, you know, utility bills. So I'm a bit scared of that when it comes to rent, it's OK, it's cheaper than what I'm living in, which is in holes. But when it comes to bills, I'm a bit scared of that.
0:26:44.70 --> 0:26:44.750
Student12
Like Italy's.
0:26:45.510 --> 0:26:46.110
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:26:46.310 --> 0:26:48.310
Student12
Yes, I'm a bit scared for that.
0:26:49.520 --> 0:27:12.600
Interviewer
Yeah, it's always a a new experience. Yeah. Living with other people. And like you say, so managing people with different money expectations and things. Yeah. OK. So just in terms of final reflections, if you were to think about the most important or influential things that helped you to be at university now, what would you say that those are?
0:27:16.690 --> 0:27:20.450
Student12
As in applying for UNI or getting into uni like.
0:27:23.250 --> 0:27:23.610
Student12
OK.
0:27:21.660 --> 0:27:24.980
Interviewer
Both. I think they can be different, I think, yeah.
0:27:25.150 --> 0:27:30.830
Student12
I think my main reason to applying to UNI was because of my parents.
0:27:32.250 --> 0:27:32.650
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:27:31.900 --> 0:27:43.500
Student12
Oh, like I put them top place. My mom was my mom, and dad was always like you have to get to uni like it was a goal. I'm not just fulfilling it for myself. I feel like I'm doing as a family goal as well.
0:27:43.540 --> 0:27:44.820
Student12
So I'm doing that and.
0:27:46.380 --> 0:27:49.460
Student12
Second, getting into uni I would definitely.
0:27:51.460 --> 0:28:1.60
Student12
I would say my economics teacher, Mr K. Yeah, he was definitely there and he will always make sure that you know people that put interests there.
0:28:4.30 --> 0:28:4.550
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:28:1.680 --> 0:28:23.240
Student12
Good energy would get it back, if that makes sense. So he was. Yeah, I would definitely thank him. And for choosing the uni, I would definitely say X because I didn't. I don't even know there was a place that was called X before the X scholars, you know. So I definitely thank them for that. Like for kind of setting my goal. A specific route definitely.
0:28:23.960 --> 0:28:25.40
Interviewer
OK, great.
0:28:26.340 --> 0:28:33.860
Interviewer
And are there any other significant barriers to you coming to university that we haven't already talked about that you would like to raise?
0:28:35.790 --> 0:28:35.990
Student12
Umm.
0:28:38.720 --> 0:28:44.0
Student12
Barriers, I would say, I don't know.
0:28:44.40 --> 0:28:46.840
Student12
Financial we've already talked about that.
0:28:46.920 --> 0:29:15.160
Student12
Social, but it's a bit awkward coming. Sorry, I'm getting emails. It was a bit awkward. Get like, thinking about a culture change again, like a whole different. Like I didn't know how people in X where I did hear a few things which didn't sound good and stuff. So I was a bit scared of that, you know, like coming from a different like I had adjusted to the W culture, so I didn't. I didn't know what to expect in the X area because I did hear that. It's very like.
0:29:22.410 --> 0:29:22.810
Interviewer
Yeah.
0:29:15.770 --> 0:29:36.530
Student12
Ethnocentric and stuff. So I was a bit scared of that 'cause when it comes to W, it's very diverse. So that's a good plus always. But I don't know. I was a bit scared of that, but when I came here I realised that people were like even though it's like one one race as you know predominantly is in the area, but it doesn't. It doesn't matter like people not weird about it if that makes sense.
0:29:37.710 --> 0:29:38.430
Interviewer
OK.
0:29:39.420 --> 0:29:39.980
Interviewer
Yeah, that.
0:29:38.530 --> 0:29:42.330
Student12
Yeah, that's definitely something that we can into account.
0:29:43.730 --> 0:29:53.690
Student12
As being away from my parents, of course. 'cause. I'm very attached. We've always been close, like in everything, because we've always been in this journey. So it's a bit weird for me to leave home.
0:29:55.10 --> 0:29:57.690
Interviewer
Yeah, I can imagine.
0:29:58.10 --> 0:30:6.90
Interviewer
OK. And any other final advice for programmes like X scholars or any other activities to support young people?
0:30:7.780 --> 0:30:15.60
Student12
Umm, I don't know what the criteria was to get in, but it definitely. I think it's great 'cause it did reach me and now I feel like, yeah, I was someone that needed that.
0:30:16.420 --> 0:30:28.100
Student12
When it comes to the programme, like I said, maybe being able to see different, you know, for people, it might be the only chance they get to see uni. So maybe I allow them to do, you know, half and half at least maybe.
0:30:30.110 --> 0:30:45.350
Student12
The programme itself? Yeah, it's fun. I did get to see facilities and it was good because I saw the library. I saw the lifestyle. That kind of X was kind of putting out there and stuff so that it was good. And yeah, I think that's it really.
