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Description: 
The assessment and quantification of agricultural sustainability remain disjointed with many methodological frameworks used by the research community. Defining ‘indicators’ as measurable variables used to assess targeted areas of sustainability, this study used a systematic approach to extract studies simultaneously employing indicators across social, economic, and environmental pillars of sustainability to assess the farm-level performance of European arable agriculture. 
A search of the databases: Web of Science, Google Scholar, Scopus and CABI, was undertaken and a range of publications employing 22 different frameworks and 1138 indicators was identified. 
These resources provide:
· The full literature list following a systematic PRISMA search and all exclusion decisions.
· Data relating to the sustainability assessments used throughout the final literature selection including any pre-established assessment tools used, indicator weighting methods, total indicator count, sustainability pillar indicator count, and original thematic groupings, indicators and where available indicator methods as reported by the authors. As well as new Themes, Categories and Sub-categories assigned to each indicator by the primary author. 
· A keyword assignment codebook corresponding to the overarching keywords given to each subcategory and all indicators within that group. 
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2. TERMS OF USE
------------
Copyright 2026 Imogen Hockenhull. This dataset is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


3. PROJECT AND FUNDING INFORMATION
------------

Title: The development of a participatory framework for enhancing sustainability in community agriculture, PhD

Dates: September 2022 – January 2027 

Funding organisation: This research was funded by a University of Reading studentship in collaboration with Cranfield University and the Transforming UK Food Systems project: FoodSEqual. 

4. CONTENTS
------------

Sustainability_indicators.xlsx - spreadsheet generated using Microsoft Excel, data describes the various indicators used for farm-level European sustainability assessments.
Sheet one: A - Thematic Codebook.
Number of variables: 19 
Number of cases/rows: 1139
Description: Each included study was assigned a number (Column A). The title (Column B), a link to the manuscript (Column C), year of publication (Column D), journal name (Column E), data collection period (Column F), location of the study (Column G) and type of farming system (Column H) was recorded. Data relating to the sustainability assessments including any pre-established assessment tools used (Column I), indicator weighting methods (Column J and K), total indicator count (Column L), sustainability pillar indicator count (Column M and N) and original thematic groupings, indicators and where available indicator methods as reported by the authors (O, P and T) was recorded. Finally, given the many ways that an indicator could be defined, new Themes, Categories and Sub-categories were assigned to each indicator by the primary author (Column Q:S). To maintain a level of consistency and proportionality, subcategories aggregated indicators with similar names, wording, phrasing, units of measurement or ratios. Columns U and V highlight specific and overarching comments relating to the data quality to promote data transparency, respectively.

Sheet two: B - Literature Exclusion. 
Number of variables:  3
Number of cases/rows: 954
Description: This resource provides the full literature list following the systematic search outlined in: Evaluating sustainability indicators employed across European arable agricultural research. The full reference (Column A), Inclusion decision (Column B) and Decision justification (Column C) was provided for study reproducibility.

Sheet three: C - Keyword Codebook. 
Number of variables:  6
Number of cases/rows: 257
Description: The impact any one indicator has may span multiple sustainability pillars. Following characterisation, a keyword was assigned to each subcategory and all corresponding indicators within that group. This process was systematically applied to all subcategories and pillars. Unlike the initial thematic groupings, keywords were designed to transcend individual pillars. Columns A:D detail the pillars, themes, categories and sub-categories formed in Sheet one, Columns E and F highlight keyword assigned to each subcategory and its definition, respectively.

5. METHODS
-----------

Literature was identified using the following databases and search engines: 10/01/2023
CABI: 371 Results  
((agricultur*) OR (farm*) NOT (livestock OR dairy OR aquaculture OR animal* OR breed*)) AND 	( (indicator*) AND ( (monitor*) OR (assess*))) AND (("sustainab*") OR("resilience")) AND ((economic) AND (environmental) AND (social)) NOT (“developing countr*”)
Refinement: Language = English
 
Web of Sci: 235 Results 
#1: ((((((ALL=(agricultur*)) AND ALL=(farm*)) NOT ALL=(livestock)) NOT ALL=(dairy)) NOT ALL=(aquaculture)) NOT ALL=(animal*)) NOT ALL=(breed*)
#2:  (ALL=(indicator*)) AND ALL=(monitor* OR assess*)
#3:  (((ALL=(economic)) AND ALL=(environmental)) AND ALL=(social)) NOT ALL=("developing countr*")
#4:  (ALL=(sustainab*)) OR ALL=(resilience)
Search: #1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4 AND (LA==ENGLISH)
 
Scopus: 195 Results 	
[Modified search string for database requirements:
TITLE-ABS-KEY (sustainability OR resilience)  AND TITLE-ABS-KEY (agriculture OR farming) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY (economic AND environmental AND social) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY (indicator) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY (monitoring OR assessment) AND NOT TITLE-ABS-KEY (livestock OR dairy OR aquaculture OR animal OR breeding) AND NOT TITLE-ABS-KEY ("developing country") AND (LIMIT-TO (LANGUAGE, “English”))]

Secondary Title search in Google Scholar: 153 Results 
allintitle: indicator agriculture OR farming -fish -breeding -animal -dairy (Manually remove non-English, do not include citations)
