Interview 15 Hina  (pseudonym) Location: Dubai date: December 2019 first interview 
R: Can you please tell me your name, your age and where you come from.
H: My name is H and I am 53 and from Pakistan.
R: Did you first learn to teach in Pakistan?
H: No not at that time. After my graduation I started teaching when I have time.
R: Ok, so how long have you lived in Dubai?
H: 22 years
R: Quite a long time. Let’s talk about the start of your teaching career then. So in Pakistan when you finished school what did you decide to do?
H: I finished high school and then I got married and I had my eldest child and then I started going to a nursery with my son, then I joined that nursery, first as a volunteer then they needed a teacher as another teacher was dying and they asked me and then I joined them.
R: So tell me what part of Pakistan you are from please.
H: I’m from Lahore.
R: Because Pakistan is a big country isn’t it.
H: Lahore is the capital city of one of the provinces and a highly developed city, one of the developed cities in Pakistan.
R: So a very big, busy city.
H: A big, busy city. You know, the people around the world they used to have, if you haven’t been to Lahore you haven’t seen the world.
R: Well I have been to Lahore once.
H: But now a lot of things have changed there. It’s a very neat and clean country, a lot of greenery is there so it’s nice.
R: This was how many years ago?
H: This was more, 30 years ago.
R: 30 years ago. Tell me what the nursery was like, was it near to your house?
H: It’s a Montessori, the name is All Montessori and they follow some Montessori things and it is a mixture of Kindergarten and Montessori, a proper Montessori. Then we came to Dubai.
R: I want to hear more about the Montessori nursery. So tell me what the classrooms looked like, what the children did all day.
H: At that time we don’t have like now we have so many resources, that time the teachers are making flash cards with their writing and laminating it, some of the Montessori resources are like spindle boxes and some are basically the wooden resources. So they have some Montessori but that time the teachers are not really equipped with the energy and the teaching style of the Montessori, how to go about it and how to introduce an activity to the child.
R: Because they didn’t have any training in it.
H: They don’t have I think so and at that time the computers and the internet, they don’t have that much access to these things so they get some information from here and there but I don’t find at that time any Montessori training.
R: So how many children were in the classrooms?
H: In the classrooms they have one teacher and one nanny taking care of the children, even that nanny is not very professional, just an ordinary house-keeping maid sort of a thing who doesn’t know about personal hygiene.
R: So she would change nappies and things.
H: Change nappies and at that time we require more cleaning because the nappies are not like that, she would have to boil the nappies, not disposable. Maybe one or two nappies, the parents are bringing the nappies for their child. But at that time one teacher for 30 children approximately.
R: And how old are the children?
H: They are mixed age group children from 3, 2 and a half to 4 and a half and different children there and they have bigger classrooms anyway. Most of the nurseries in all Montessori they have like 3 or 4 branches in parts of the city. They have villas, big villas and the classrooms are big.
R: And how many classes were there in the nursery, were there more than one classroom in the nursery?
H: More than one, like 2 or 3 classes and 3 teachers and 1 supervisor and 1 principal, head teacher you can say, who is not really in the class but do admin and keep an eye on the classes.
R: And did they have any training, the head teacher?
H: That we don’t know. Maybe most of the teachers at that time, after graduating they start working. If the graduation is done and let’s say the major is English but still they will come and teach. Even major in Maths they will go and teach. 
R: was there any planned, was there any curriculum that you followed? Did you have to say this is the schedule?
H: Mainly in Pakistan they follow British, the American system just entered the education sector now, maybe you can say 6/7 years. Now we have a few American schools, nice American schools, but like from my children, they have been initially studying British curriculum, most of the schools are British curriculum, O Levels, A Levels. We used to have Junior Cambridge, Senior Cambridge. Then they changed to IGCSE.
R: But in the Montessori nursery, were you given the plans, did you do the planning – who did the plans? Did you follow plans for the little ones?
H: At that time we don’t follow the plans, now it is totally 180 degree, it’s all changed. You cannot relate the things we are doing now to what was 30 years back but the students at that time, I find them more hard-working, maybe they don’t have support from the teachers as much and they are more hard-working, they are doing self-teaching.
R: Did parents value education in those days? 
H: They valued it.
R: So did they have pay to send the children to Montessori nurseries?
H: Yes they have to pay. I have been paid so they have to pay.
R: And were you teaching in English or Urdu?
H: There we don’t have like, they are teaching in English but if the child were here we don’t have any option, right. If a child comes from a different background, let’s go Sri Lanka, they don’t understand English that much, small children. All English, we don’t have any other medium of teaching. We have to make them understand, in English, repeating instructions, hand gestures.
R: So most of the children in that Montessori nursery were from Pakistan or you also had children of other nationalities in the nursery?
H: Not so many, only maybe some expatriates but mostly we used to have from China. The Chinese community they have their own early years. So some of the Lahore Montessori is the best Montessori. I think at that time we had 2 or 3 Chinese. But even the Chinese, they talk in Urdu.
R: Ok, so that’s easy. How long was the school day for these little children? How many hours di they do?
H: From 8am – 2pm.
R: And did you let them choose what they wanted to do or did they all do the same thing at the same time? What did they do during the day?
H: No choice, I don’t think so.
R: Can you remember what you did with them?
H: We don’t have at that time parents, they don’t have much connection with the teacher, access to the teacher, and no access to the classrooms, we are not allowed, so only the parent – teacher meeting. So 3 parent – teacher meeting and that is outside of the class.
R: So parents don’t see what is going on in the classroom.
H: No they don’t. No check and balance from the parents.
R: That is very different then isn’t it. So the parents just saw the children hopefully being happy?
H: And you know whatever they are bringing, from the very early days they start giving homework, even the small ones. They will be given “write A”. Small but it is a worksheet and we have this dilemma of getting the worksheets, even the parent. If the worksheet is not coming, we have the psychology that if worksheet is not coming then no work is going on in the school.
R: So parents, Pakistani parents like worksheets?
H: They like, but now they have changed.
R: We have lots to talk about but let’s stay with how it was then. You were a parent first, your son went to this nursery and then they asked you to work there. So were you happy about working there, were you confident about working there because you just said parents had no access.
H: No access, at that time our mindset is like that, that we have to deal with the children, anyway about the children, safety and everything we have to take care of. But we teach, at that time I think they gave us some documents, like 3,4,5 pages and it is written that in this term the child has to do from A – F.
R: So it would tell you the alphabet or the numbers, what they had to do.
H: But not the way.
R: Not the way, just what the content is.
H: Not the way, that is our way and at that time we don’t have access to the internet so we have to just go through the books, maybe some teaching you know like going through the library.
R: Did the other teachers that were in the nursery, did they help you?
H: Sometimes. At that time you know like the partnership now that we are used to, at that time we don’t have that partnership with the teachers, also the community is very reserved, you know, when it comes to sharing something, you like to share, there might be some of the teachers they get upset, they say “No, I’m doing this one”, they are not looking at the children collectively.
R: So basically you went in and you did what you thought was best in your classroom.
H: Yes and I had no observations done. Sometimes the principal used to come say walk around the class and do something with the children but no check and balance as such.
R: Why did you take the job then because it sounds quite hard, was it quite hard?
H: You know, it’s not hard. What happened, I went to that nursery where my child is learning, it’s a good nursery so whatever they are doing, they are doing it nicely – at that time. I can see my child going happily to school and coming back happy.
R: Very important things, yes.
H: He wants to go to school every day, doing some activities, playing, the usual.
R: Did they do painting and things like that?
H: They do painting but it’s like I cannot relate now.
R: It’s so different.
H: I cannot relate to whatever, it’s totally …
R: Which is why you need to tell me because I need to understand.
H: You know at that time they are doing painting but you know structured, teacher is directing, no one is allowed to put like if they are doing some messy work. Because they don’t have one thing, they don’t have training. The training is not there, the help is not there that we have now. Then the children are putting their hands and doing messy why we feel it a relaxed environment, you know why we are relaxed now - because we have help here or a nanny and they are trained in how to clean the children, the children are bathed – and now that mindset is changed.
R: It is very different. OK, so you were asked to be a teacher there, how long were you a teacher there for?
H: For some time, off and on. So I did it like maybe one and a half years and then I left, my husband got transferred so I left, then we came back to the city and I joined again.
R: And was he happy for you to work there?
H: My husband was always fine, he never stopped me from learning, from …
R: Was teaching in Pakistan, was it considered a good job, was it considered a career that people would aspire to? No?
H: It was just considered as a time-pass.
R: So filling in time.
H: And you know the community there up till now, it’s your good luck if you have understanding family. Otherwise, up till now they are thinking “oh so you are teaching”. And they want to go somewhere, “it’s OK, you leave school today, not come now”. But it’s something of a pastime, the women or the ladies, they want go and chill out outside the house so they join the school.
R: But it fits in with their family, it’s not too long, it’s not long days.
H: It’s not long days and you know it’s not a lot of work and whoever wants to do the Majors or Masters or Bachelors in education especially – at that time it was considered, OK you don’t want to do anything at least do Bachelors in Education, it’s considered..
R: An easier route
H: Third grade degree for nowhere use. Now we have this value.
R: Now it’s different. So did you have a degree, did you get a degree?
H: No I have a degree in Psychology, my Bachelors is in Psychology and I have done it privately because I got married in Grade 13. Grade 13 is before first year of college.
R: So did you go back to college later?
H: No, I did it privately when my husband got transferred to another city, Islamabad, and then I had a baby and then I discontinued so I just finished this one privately and went back to get my …
R: Did you enjoy your teaching at that time then?
H: I liked teaching, it’s a new experience for me and 2 things in my life I always used to consider about myself is that I will not be able to do any work, I will not be able to do any job.
R: Why?
H: I don’t know, that’s in my head, sometimes you have perceptions about you and it is the wrong perception and one thing is that I will not be able to drive. These 2 things I have now been doing for 30 years.
R: Do you think your parents, was it kind of like, we keep saying it was a few years ago, do you think your parents have that view that as girls you didn’t need to work or drive or do you …?
H: Well financially we are like this, stable, well to do, it’s ok, there is no need for earning. So everyone was thinking there is no need for earning, and I got married very early.
R: So you didn’t need to work, financially you didn’t need to work.
H: And even now I don’t need to work but …
R: But you enjoy it, that’s good. So you worked there for about one and a half years then your husband got transferred then you came back.
H: Maybe one more year, off and on.
R: So was that the only place you worked in Pakistan as a teacher?
H: No I was there and then I worked in another nursery close by my residence. So I joined there because I have prior experience of Montessori nursery so they hired me.
R: And was that also a Montessori nursery?
H: No it was just a kindergarten. It’s the same thing.
R: It’s the same thing.
H: I think the primary difference is there are only few materials not there.
R: About the same number of children?
H: Same number of children.
R: And same age, we are talking same age?
H: Same age group, same number but there the children age group is from 3 and a half to 4 and a half. Not very small ones and there are 2 teachers in that kindergarten.
R: OK, any of them trained, any of them experienced?
H: Like I have done my Bachelors in English, like me I have done my Bachelors in Psychology and Philosophy, one thing is I got my Bachelors from one of the best colleges in Pakistan, the Canay College, it’s in Asia also. Because of my college I am getting the job. 
R: Because you have got a good degree.
H: From a good institute so I am getting the job.
R: So this other nursery was very similar apart from it wasn’t called Montessori.
H: Very similar.
R: And was there still worksheets, was there still parents..
H: The need for the worksheets is not going, if no worksheets are going home then the parents are coming sometimes, the messages are coming, OK no worksheets now. If no worksheets means you have done nothing.
R: So they think worksheet means learning is happening.
H: Learning is happening. 
R: And did you enjoy it there as well?
H: I enjoyed it is the same thing and you know like I enjoyed there and it is the same you know like when I did that job and if I compare it now the same type of communication is there. I used to go there, no offs there.
R: You worked hard.
H: I worked hard, and you want all your children to excel, whatever they are learning, their learning should happen, keeping them individuals, and from the very beginning I have this debate with the family also, each and every child is unique, from my three sons each of them, they are unique. So I used to, like if somebody, a family some debate is going on – your child is different from my child, my child is different from your child – why you are comparing them, they have different grades. Grades are comparisons, it is very important.
R: Even for young children. 
H: Even for the young. The parent psychology is, what is your child’s grade, what is my child’s grade. They are scrutinizing their children for their grades and they don’t think you know for my eldest one it is totally different to my middle one and the third. 
R: Of course, everybody is different. So, you were in the second nursery school and did you then come to Dubai, what happened next?
H: Then we shifted to Dubai. My husband was very busy, he’s an engineer.
R: Did he come first or did you come together?
H: No we came together after his 3 month probation period.
R: Did you have the 3 boys at that time?
H: Yes. So my eldest joined Choueifat at grade 4, the youngest one was FS1.
R: So when you came over did you intend to work here?
H: That time I don’t have time. My husband was so busy and I was not confident teaching here. Like a new environment, very new for me, I did not detach from the family. So all the trauma is also there, happiness is also there, mixed feelings. So my husband was very busy so I used to drop my children, we lived in Deira, so I used to drive them and then pick them up and bring them back. That was my duty and then slowly slowly that feeling that I am wasting myself, I have to do something but I am not confident what to do. So I have been doing lots of things, arts and crafts, some other things, personal things, making things for friends also but not getting peace in that, you know cooking, baking, whatever. I am not a very TV and movie sort of a person, I cannot just waste my time 3 hours watching movies – it’s OK maybe sometimes.
R: But you needed more.
H: Yes I needed more. And then my husband he was very ?? from the very beginning so he told me do your Bachelors in Computer Science.
R: So how many years had you been in Dubai by this time?
H: Like 3 years. He used to always tell me, you study, and I have this feeling of studies you know it’s not my job, study again study. So he got the books for me and at that time we have this Cambridge Infomatics, the Cambridge exam, the Singapore. So I joined this institute.
R: But that was ICT you were studying.
H: Computer science. And there are a lot of programming.
R: Why that, did he choose that for you or did you choose it?
H: My husband was a telecommunication engineer and he did it so at that time there is a boom for this one.
R: So he thinks it is a good career prospect.
H: He says it is good for you and I ask him, after this, this is a very specified field, what after this, I take a job? So he said we will talk about it later but first you do it. Then, because I am not a mathematical person, I hate maths, all the other subjects I am fine with. There we have the script maths, script maths 1 and script maths 2. So I learned all my Java and ? Basic, C Plus and CC and he was the one who was helping me out. So I did my project and I did my Bachelors in Computer Science.
R: And did you enjoy it?
H: 50/50. The maths part and this part I don’t like, otherwise it is fine. Software engineering I did, still up till now I have this mind, then I did that one and kept on telling people, why did I do this Bachelor in Computer Science, just because of my husband.
R: Because he said so.
H: Because he suggested I start it but he helped me out. 
R: So at the end of your studies what did you do then? You passed.
H: After that study then I don’t want to work like that, office job or it’s not appreciated also in the family that my mother used to tell me “why do you want to do this IT job, long hours. You have small children’’ “and you know at that time I didn’t have any help
R: And you didn’t have any family members over here, your mother-in-law or your mother?
H: No, my mother is there and my brother. So I just waited for like one year and then that Gulf Montessori I saw somewhere, they are doing some course so I joined Gulf Montessori. Then I did one and a half years NCI.
R: So when you did that Gulf Montessori training did you realise the Montessori school you had worked in before wasn’t really Montessori?
H: Really. Then I did my Montessori. I loved that, I passed that quite comfortably.
R: And while you were doing the training you spent some time in schools as well?
H: They had their Gulf Montessori in Garhoud and we used to go there.
R: So you went to their training school.
H: We used to go there for our practical and at that time we had one Rania teacher so we used to go and that time I came to know that these are teaching resources, they are not toys, which we used to call them in Pakistan, these are toys, go play with that toy.
R: You realized that you did presentations to the children.
H: And how good the movement, how important the movement is, how important the role modelling is, to be a role model,????, move the chair with your foot the child will do the same thing. And if you throw a paper to him he will do the same thing – the teacher is doing it so I have to do it.
R: So you enjoyed that.
H: I really enjoyed that.
R: Did you find that very difficult or did it make sense to you?
H: When I started doing it, writing notes is very difficult for me. I’m not used ??, that age. At that time I was out of my risk, taking notes and everything.
R: But your English is good, your English has always been good?
H: Yes, it has always been good. You know I have done my Junior Cambridge, Senior Cambridge in the Convent and then the college so has always been the British.
R: Do you speak Arabic?
H: Shway shway
R: Same
H: My daughter-in-law is linguistic. For now, she knows how to, she kept on telling me off.
R: So when you came to Dubai obviously your English was good so that was fine for you because English is the second language her isn’t it.
H: Yes, it was fine for me and then I did my Montessori and I really enjoyed it. Then after that, Montessori again, there is a break for like maybe 6 months and then I got a job.
R: How did you get a job?
H: Just for an experiment I made one simple CV myself and again my husband was this is the way you have to make a CV but you do it yourself. So I made my CV, it is a very simple CV with few qualifications, little experience, and then I gave my CV to a few schools. The first I got one offer from some nursery in Ghussais area, so I went there and an Arabic lady was taking care of that one. She hired me, I started going there and at that time I was totally a Montessorian. She got some things in her Montessori.
R: So she said it was a Montessori school.
H: Montessori nursery. But when I joined it is a nursery, right, so they have very small children, also a nursery for them.
R: So what age did they start at, do you remember?
H: 6 months, baby day care. So I find at that time, what’s going on here? I kept on telling them, this is not the way as she hired me as a teacher who will plan, also will instruct the other 2, 3, 4 teachers.
R: So the other teachers hadn’t got any training.
H: Not really. So I have to give the training also, the plan also, the teachers at that time were not experienced teachers, they don’t know anything about ?. This is a Montessori and most of them, 2, 3 ladies from Arabic origin. They don’t want to ?, they don’t want to learn. They have this mindset, if we are dealing with the children then a, b, c and d and finish.
R: So very much like their own traditional schools.
H: Own traditional schools and I came with a different mindset at that time. OK the Montessori is you know in my head but because I have commitment with that lady so I finish 1 year.
R: You didn’t enjoy it then.
H: No, there were too many conflicts, the way I want is totally different according to my teaching then and I have seen too many wrong things going on.
R: So you wanted to follow the Montessori training that you did.
H: It really helps me build my education and my way of teaching.
R: Were you quite confident at that time in what you were doing because you had had your training and your experience?
H: Then I was quite confident, this is the way it should be, there is no other like shortcuts, there are no other ways apart from this. If you are telling that this is a Montessori nursery.
R: It has to be done like this.
H: It has to be done like this.
R: So after that year you left, then what did you do?
H: Then I got another offer from the new Arab Unity. They had opened the new Arab Unity School. That is an American school, right, old Arab Unity is British curriculum, the new one is American. So at that time I joined the American school there.
R: Which age group?
H: Kindergarten, FS1. So FS1 but then they need someone in FS2. So I joined FS2. The curriculum they are following is Kindergarten, they are not following Montessori, but they have a few activities …
R: But they are American Kindergarten.
H: American Kindergarten but some liberties are there, we can, like I have introduced a few things, by that time I have been reading computers and more on the internet so I have been reading and I have this searching the net for different things. So at that time I have been ….
R: Quite a big school?
H: It is quite a big school.
R: So how many KG classes, you had other teachers with you?
H: It is quite a big school. You know like Kindergarten we have 12 sections. A, B, C, D, E … it’s a big one.
R: It is a big school.
H: One of the biggest from my ?
R: Ok so you had plans to follow this time, you had a coordinator?
H: We had plans, we had a coordinator, it is a coordinator only and then we have other coordinators not giving plans. That was the first time I started making plans. It’s a very simple plan.
R: You’ve got an outline then of what you are doing.
H: Simple outline. We have learned on CACHE level and in Montessori also, both are on the same page that the plan should be as comprehensive that if the teacher is not there somebody else will come and read the plan and she will be able to deliver it. Even in Montessori they used to tell us that if you want an extra chair there in the structure there you should mention it.
R: So everything …
H: Everything ….. for my story time
R: But in this KG in the school you did have plans.
H: We did have but outlines.
R: So tell me what the day looked like there, was it more traditional, was it more what I would know now, how many children? Did they sit round tables?
H: 25 children
R: 1 teacher, 2 teachers?
H: We have 25 children with 1 teacher and 1 nanny. 
R: Did they sit at round tables, was it more formal or was it choice?
H: No, the teachers used to move around the class. In this Arab Unity they have like a little bit of more easiness of like throughout the day for the teachers. They are little free, we have library periods for children are going to the library, they have outdoors P.E.
R: Would the children play in the classroom? Were there jigsaws, were there blocks?
H: No not that kind of thing. I have introduced at that time because even for me a lot of things are new. I don’t know about the facilities available in Dubai to make something, I don’t know about that so it came the time and then I am like there is one ??? They have this 5 folder games so I have introduced this 5 folder games in my class, so what I did was first I made 5 folders games, different matching colours, something something like that.
R: You made all those?
H: Yes, I made all of those.
R: Because there wasn’t those games or jigsaws or anything in the classroom.
H: No, no, no, nothing.
R: No playdough, sand or water?
H: No and we are not getting that much resources to get the 5 A4 paper and if you are teaching you know my family used to tell me you are like some other kind of teacher because I cannot request 5 A4 paper and pay for it for my class.
R: So you went and bought it yourself, that’s what teachers do.
H: More than half my salary because nobody needs my salary so my salary is going into paying.
R: Oh my goodness. So lots of worksheets still in though in this nursery?
H: Homework is going for each subject. We have like 3 main subjects.
R: Even in KG? So your 3 main subjects were?
H: English and Maths. Science at that time we don’t have science we used to have now.
R: Were parents very involved in that school?
H: Not the same. Parent/teacher meeting they used to if they have some issues they will inform the supervisor and the supervisor will set up a meeting with the teacher, that is something, but basically parent/teacher meeting. That parent teacher meeting happens every term, at end of term we have one parent meeting.
R: So you didn’t really have much to do with the parents on a day-to-day basis?
H: No not really. The homework is going. We don’t have any database with the parents, we don’t have any email account for the school and the parents are communicating with the teacher.
R: So there is no communication.
H: Definitely not. That part is not there.
R: And your colleagues, were they from Pakistan, were they Arabs?
H: We have from India, from Pakistan, Sri Lanka, from Philippines. One is from I think China, no Malaysia.
R: And the parents were happy, they didn’t mind where the teachers came from?
H: Some of the parents have issues, what to do, it’s OK, it’s their right.
R: What kind of issues?
H: Most of the issues is religious issue. The teacher is from Philippines so how my child will learn this, you know like some Koran recitations. It’s OK, we have all the plans for that thing also, we cater, your child is learning. But like now we used to have so many nationalities in our class. All of the parents are happy but some of the parents …
R: How long did you stay at that school?
H: Like for one and a half years.
R: Why did you leave?
H: From the school policies. The school was asking, they have this reputation of taking the teachers’ personal documentations, like my degree, and the original one. I have submitted my photocopies, right. I have my MCI original, all my Bachelors, BSC, so they wanted my original documents and then they are troubling the teachers. I told them this is my personal property and I am not going to give it to you, you don’t have any right to take these documents. I will give you the photocopy, you want them I attested I will have them attested. 
R: They were not returning people’s documents.
H: No they were not returning and then they were like disturbing teachers a lot.
R: Were they not returning them so people didn’t change jobs?
H: Yes something like that, maybe. You know, bind them, you will be here.
R: You are going to have to stay here.
H: You know, our binding is our contract. The contract is one year so we will fulfill it right, but you don’t have any, you know, that professional binding is there, we will fulfill it and we have done it you know, always. So that time I have this and I told them OK, I will not give you my documents and then I left.
R: And you left. What did you do after that?
H: Straight away Pristine. At that time, you know, the day I left I got a call from Mrs Salam.
R: So you were already putting your CV out then.
H: Maybe long back when I put my CV in this Mew Arab Unity, same time. At the same time I was sitting on the bus and I was thinking, thank God I have left this school and I got a call on the bus from Mrs Salam saying we have one uh.
R: How long ago was this?
H: Right now I have been here 12 years at Pristine so this was 12 years back. So I just joined Pristine, she hired me the same day.
R: And how long were you there for?
H: Now is my 12th year.
R: So you are still at Pristine now.
H: Pristine is family now.
R: OK, which age group are you with?
H: Now like 4.5 till 5, FS2. I have been FS2 always. One year like 6/7 years back they did this experiment of like putting us in FS1. They asked me, we try to do the ? there, so she asked me, O,  if I will put you in FS1 and then you will go into FS2 with your class, so 2 years with the like children. So she asked all the teachers and nobody opted for that, not demotion, we don’t want it.
R: You felt that Foundation 1 was demotion?
H: Everyone. So I told her, it’s OK, for me it’s fine. I will.
R: Why did they think it was demotion?
H: I don’t know. So two of us, me and one of my colleagues, so we just went in FS1 and then we got promoted with our class.
R: And how did that work?
H: Excellent experience, still we remember that class.
R: And how were the parents about that?
H: The parents were like shocked with happiness. Wow, you’re now FS2, thank God, much relieved, all of them.
R: So it obviously worked very well then.
H: No crying, like they have this relationship with the key person relationship, really really that well.
R: And you knew exactly where the children were.
H: And after that, joining this Pristine after 2, 3 years – I started in 2008 I think – so I started CACHE Level. So from school straight I am going to Knowledge Village.
R: Yes I remember you working hard.
H: That helped, that really helped.
R: How did it help?
H: We learned a lot of new things. How do you know like, we learned actually the meaning of everything. While we studied this CACHE Level, what is a unique child, what is an enabling environment, how we can make the environment enabling for the children, a welcoming environment, how to have a relationship you know like.
R: Did it build on what you knew as you were Montessori trained as well. Was it some of it cross-over but some of it new?
H: Cross-over and new but I still think that both of these, for me, both of these studies like Montessori and CACHE helps a lot. And now I feel that this is the thing I want to do for the whole of my life.
R: When did you start feeling like that because before you said you didn’t have any direction.
H: No, I have been doing my Montessori, then direction is there.
R: And it became a career for you.
H: Yes, the career is there. And then there is no stopping. When I asked my, OK I have to do the CACHE Level, so I still remember that road, you know I have been driving a little reluctantly and I still remember that while driving thinking this is a very professional course. It will allow me to do the job and my husband was, this time the answer was, OK you can do it. Because he knows, you have to be, the time management a lot of it is not easy to manage my time. But I can manage. So that gives me a push, now I can do my job.
R: Could you take what you were learning on the course, could you take it back into the classroom? Were some of the other teachers in Pristine doing their courses?
H: Up till now the teachers in our working environment, the teachers who have done CACHE Level, who have done Montessori, you can see the difference.
R: In what way?
H: Their execution of their plans, their classroom set-up, they have, like for me, they have structured lesson during the free-flow, because they are free to pick up whatever but that is my planning, what to put on the shelf. 
R: So you have organized the environment to make it good for them?
H: Environment works for them and then they have the choice. A simple example you know like, I want my children to learn, lets all learn CVC words right - do K family, A family – so I will arrange my things in such a way and put something new, like you know when I used to make different things, and buy them if nothing, so I will plan them, they will come and say teacher can we do this and I say OK it’s up to you.
R: So their curiosity will take over.
H: And whatever they will be doing, they will be doing what I have planned for them. But it is free-flow. It is free-flow and even if the child doesn’t want to, tells the teacher I don’t want to go there – literacy – it’s OK, then they are free, they can do maths and enter the library and they want to sit in there, but in library, you know, this is the structured way of free-flow. We don’t want children, we don’t want them to guide too much, we want them to, we want the confidence level in them to move around and choose, they have to learn how to choose something which you like so I will put some in library books. Also I will put something which happens in the books I use to put some post-it notes for something ??? so they will open and you know like…
R: Yes, engage them, make them think.
H: What is this ??? so they will just try so the ??? is there so they will go and maybe some time some paw prints in there so they will go there.
R: I can hear the passion in your voice which is so so lovely.
H: Sometimes I give the thought, what I will do after this when I am retired.
R: Maybe you will be just making resources or helping teachers.
H: No I have been making too many resources, too many.
R: I know you do.
H: And this CACHE Level, Montessori, it helps me a lot with my grandson.
R: That’s nice to know.
H: He is a total, you know, unique child. You know whatever I know now….
R: You’re putting it into practice with him.
H: If somebody is doing something which is you know like ??? or something like that I’m OK, let him do, sometime messy, mud, then it’s OK, let him do. That attitude develops in us.
R: It does.
H: Let them do. And my children, they are in the class, it’s Ok, the paint sometimes deliberately, when we have outdoor, I used to put paint on my dress just to show them it’s OK. That time whenever we had outdoor I used to wear something like that, it’s OK, some plain colours and oh wow, handprint, and they love it, and then sometimes they are discussing, you know it’s OK.
R: But this is so, so different to how you must have been brought up, certainly your first teaching. Did you find anything difficult in changing your mindset or was it a gradual process?
H: No. it is because of all of our teaching. Teaching is so enlightening, it opens up your mind. And I think a little part is your personality. You are bendable or you are very no I will not change. I think going into teaching environment you need to have a bendable personality, you have to bend with the children. If your child doesn’t want something you can’t go I want this one. Other times you have to finish it then you have to finish it. The teachers are making children afraid of them. For me, you know the children, like one of them, this year one child is very reserved with me, so I used to tell her you look beautiful, my god you are just like … After one month that child straight from the bus coming and giving me a hug. She wants that.
R: And she needs it.
H: She needs it and now becoming more vocal.
R: Now she’s more confident.
H: That change will, and when the parents …
R: I was about to say about the parents, have the parents always welcomed those changes, have they appreciated those changes?
H: They welcome them. And we have to be positive, that’s one example, we have this healthy breakfast where we invited mothers to come and bring something and the children will have a healthy breakfast. Some fruits, cupcake or maybe oat cookies, sandwich maybe, cheese sandwich. So we have to tell the mummies, OK, I appreciate you have to come, no it’s good, so if you will just ??? some of the mummies very reluctant. So I deliberately chose those mummies who are reluctant – ‘’Come please, I want you to come there’’.
R: When you invite them in and they feel more confident themselves.
H: Some of them little reluctant, ‘’Oh I will go to the school and everyone will look at me and I’m not sure’’. It’s OK, you come and join my team.
R: So you think it’s important that schools work with parents, to invite them in and bring them in and.
H: Yes, invite them in and talk to them. You know, my door is, you know even if you are not like the school, even if they have to take an appointment for the parent to discuss any time, they have to take an appointment, but for me my door is open for the parents, for 5/10 minutes if they want.
R: Do you have a lot of parents who come straight to the door or do you have children that come on the bus?
H: Straight to the door. No, my class we have less children on the bus. Most of the parents they live nearby they used to come in, they drive, they pick up, they used to come.
R: So along your career what has helped you, for instance who has inspired you? You’ve talked about your husband, he sounds fantastic.
H: The first thing is my mother, because I got married very early, leaving my studies. She was that thing, because my mother that time she was also a graduate that time.
R: That was quite unusual then.
H: At that time.
R: Yes
H: She was graduated from the same college, one of the best colleges. And that time they used to go in veils to the college, not allowed …
R: In veils 
H: And the girls’ college is separate, they don’t have co-education. She always had that you know click.
R: Are you the oldest?
H: No, I have an elder brother and a younger brother.
R: So you are the only girl in the middle.
H: I had a very nice relationship with my mother. So my mother used to, she like she knows that she was like in a college, in a good college. I got admission because of my academics, because that college is very difficult to get admission. So my mother used to sometimes ????? married too early. I was like 18.
R: But you still went to college after you were married.
H: No private study, but then going to a real college and I used to be the athletic one, into sports, the drill and the ??? everything.
R: So she inspired you to keep your learning.
H: First of all, and she was the only person whenever I used to call her from here ?????? she was the one I appreciated.
R: She must have been quite sad when you came to Dubai then.
H: Very sad, and still I regret that. She died like 6/7 years back and you know that time when I am doing CACHE Level and I took travel leave and AA was there and AA you defer it you don’t go for the  ???? because you have studies so I told her I will do it now otherwise there will be no ??? and then I did it.
R: But your mother lived with your brother when you came over here didn’t, she so she was well looked after wasn’t she.
H: With my brother. So, first of all my mother, always my inspiration. She was a very, she suffered a lot, my father died very early. She was the one, the pillar. My elder brother is now PhD, pediatrician, professor, doctor in N University so …
R: So she had big aspirations for all 3 of you.
H: Big aspirations. My father died very early, like 54 he died, and that time my elder brother was, all 3 of us, ??? scholarship, you know academic because of my mother. My father was a civil servant, he was in the CID, the police department, very busy. My mother was the one who used to do our homework with us.
R: She spent the time with you.
H: My younger brother is in finance, he is one of the big bosses in a bank.
R: So all important people then. OK, so who else has inspired you. I just realized your son is sitting down there and I don’t want to keep you too long.
H: So my mother then my husband always. And then my Montessori and CACHE.
R: So who inspired you in your Montessori?
H: R was the one.
R: OK, the lady who ran the Montessori.
H: She was the one and here AA, very nice one. I used to we have AA ???
R: I have been very lucky, lots of good tutors.
H: Yes  AA was the one and then the last one is Mrs  A. When I joined T she was the one who giving all of us, for me up till now, she will go round every classes, ‘’It’S OK H, I know you will do it’’.
R: She’s very very good. You must have a lot of inner strength as well because you pushed yourself every stage. What would you say was your hardest challenge changing because on obviously a very different system as you changed from Pakistan to over here or was it just gradual and the courses helped? What was your hardest challenge do you think?
H: Hardest challenge was when I joined the Institute was Computer Science, and entering the Institute I felt it was the hardest one, taking the notes, getting into that routine, it was really, really hard. And you know like coming out of a closed environment to an open one to get the knowledge. Very reluctant in the beginning just to ask the tutor something, that was the hardest. Once I was there then the world opened.
R: Because obviously your style of Montessori training and CACHE training was like that, it was more open and I don’t remember you being quiet in class then.
H: Yes it is OK, I was ???
R: No I think you asked lots of good questions.
H: That time, that inspired. You know one thing, another, when this AA and you did our observations in the school as part of our CACHE, that was the main thing. You know, it gave us a lot of good feedback of our work going about. I still remember you with one child and I have that same child, he was ADHD, and he was doing this well, I had made this small well and you were asking something with him.
R: Yes, he was winding it up wasn’t he? I remember, yes.
H: And you go, you do like this first.
R: Yes I remember, it was about this big wasn’t it, I remember doing that, yes. Yes you made it, amazing.
H: And he was doing like this and it was not coming up so you …. So we learned a lot with the children, we have to talk with the children. Now that is, now all my family they know that that is her, the real her.
R: Yes, you are a teacher.
H: The real her.
R: That’s lovely.
H: And nobody will stop now. They know that is the real her. Now I have some health issue with my husband, a serious one, but still, you know, they know…
R: The school is important to you.
H: I’s family ???
R: But you have moved to Sharjah though, you’re travelling in from Sharjah every day.
H: Yes I am very near to Dubai, this side of it.
R: Oh OK, this side of it. Thank you very much. Is there anything else you want to share with me? I will pick up on some of these things when we talk again because it was very interesting and lovely to hear your passion. It’s so so nice. The ideas you have, the way you work with the children.
H: S used to tell me, now you start making this well thing, they call me in school, other teachers they used to ….
R: Did you make it for them as well? Yes, I remember that. Is there anything else you would like to add before we finish? 
H: No, I think so, there are a lot of people who helped me in my career but now this is my real self.
R: That’s lovely to hear.
H: That’s lovely to hear.
H: And you know like now, I think my perception towards it, I wish that I had this training earlier, when my children they are small. 
R: It would have made a difference to your own children. We all keep learning though, don’t we?
H: I know, like there is a lot of academic problem with my eldest one in C, now I know what’s the problem. Now I know. At that time we don’t have awareness. He has some learning difficulty, but he has some other and we were not considering that. He used to study, study study but not getting it.
R: So it has not just helped you with your profession it’s helped you with your family as well?
H: So now what like my children. Now he is a manager in E
R: He’s doing well then.
H: He’s doing well, my eldest. But that is, where we are pushing him that’s not his interest.
R: Not the right way.
H: He is very good in numbers, but the other ???? and the language thing he is not comfortable. Now he is dealing with the bigwig and numbers you give him some numbers and you know like, selling and buying ….
R: Good, I’m sure you are very proud of him. Thank you so much.

 





