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Interview 9 Fatima (pseudonym) Location: Dubai date: October 2019  first interview  
0:09
R: Okay so this what happens is that this records us as we're talking, so I don't have to keep making notes. So, if you're happy with a consent form. Thank you very much. That's, don't, as long as you don't talk really fast, it will be fine. I will have to go through and check it because it's probably about 85 -90% accurate, so you can see what it's doing now.
0:31
R:Alright, so what we're going to do is we're going to start off by, as I said, we're just going to ask your life story, your professional life story, and thank you very, very much for coming again so could you start off by telling me your name, your age, how long you been teaching overall, and where you started teaching and how long you been in Dubai.,
0:50
F: Okay so my name is  F I was teaching for around 15 years now, four years in the Philippines and going 11 in Dubai. I'm 38 years old,
R: Okay great so what we, thank you very much, so what I want you to tell me about how did you get into teaching What made you become a teacher in the Philippines?
1:09
F: When I was young. It's not my plan to be a teacher you know I want to be a nurse and accountant when I was in secondary school, but then turn things, things turn, not towards to my goal, but maybe it's my destiny. 
R: okay, Interesting. 
F: Yeah,
R: Why? What wanted it then?

F:  You know, education in the Philippines is a privilege. When you go to school it's your privilege, but now I feel that children feel it's their responsibility. It's quite different from back then. So, (R: So when you…) I’m, I’m from a very poor family so for me to study, I need to work. So after high school. My father said, I cannot send you to college, so better you work, because I don't, I don't, I cannot provide for you. So, it devastated me a lot, because the I can see what will be my future is. So for example, I can see my family they are uneducated, so I don't want to be like them.
2:12
R: Are you the oldest in your family? The oldest child? 
F: I’m the oldest. We are three in the family. So my father said, you can I cannot send you to school.
R: Sorry, how many siblings have you got?
F: I have three, 
R: Three, okay
F: So I’m the oldest.
2:24
R: Right,
F: So that's, that's the thing so it's very hard for me to accept that this is my, my fate (R: Yes) , this is my destiny. You just have to get married at a young age, then raise your family you're uneducated too. you, definitely your children will be the same.
R: If you had gotten married would you still been able to work or would you, you said about your dad, said you had to go and support yourself?
F: After high school. I have to do some part time jobs. I've tried everything, dreaming, clothes, cooking in the canteen. Everything (R: okay) just to provide for my first tuition fee when I want to enrol after two years.
3:06
R: Wow, so you worked for two years, 
F: Two years ago. 
R: to earn the tuition.
F: To earn it. 
R: Well done.
F: But I didn’t know if I will go through because maybe you can stay for only first term.  How what the next terms after that?
R: So this is when you were training to be a teacher by this time or were you still? 
3:22
F: Not yet. 
R: No. okay.
F: That will be high school. I tried to 
R: So you paid to put yourself through high school?
F: Yeah. (R: Yes?), yes, then we have this scholarships and I’d gone through two scholarships, one for municipality and one in the school itself, that they pay my tuition fee because back then we need to pay tuition fees even in public school.
R: For high school, this is?
F:  High school and er
R: and College, 
F: Virtually yes,
R: and college, Okay, so you had your heart on being a nurse?
F:  The first two years, (R: yes) yeah after two years I thought to myself, maybe food technology will be fine. Two years vocational courses. I, after my high school, I tried to tell my daddy. I want to try at least food technology. So I enrolled, after the high school, so you know you are fresh. High School and I'm not that smart. 
R: I’m sure you are (Laughing)
F: But I let you pass by maybe, (R: yes) , something like that, but not the smartest, but still I have the knowledge, I'm a fresh graduate at that time. I, there's an entrance exam, food technology, it's quite easy, I didn't pass. 
R: Why not?
F: That will be after high school. That's why I didn't understand, you know, those simple question, basic maths and inclusion at least 
R: you should have passed.
4:44
F: Fresh graduate, you know, 
R: so that was a big surprise to you?
F: That was a big surprise. 
R:  so what did you do?
F: It will be the point where I decided Yeah, maybe college is not for me that time. So that's, that's the moment I stopped and as I started to work.
R: And how old would you been then? How old would you have been?
F: That will be 16. (R: Okay) I was sixteen, (R: right, okay). I worked for two years, just to earn that first salary for my, to pay the first tuition fees. Then after that, I encourage myself. I can do it. I don't want to be like, you know, like my parents,
R:  Did anybody else encourage you? 
5:21
R: Did you have any 
F: No, 
R:  No, nobody else?
F:  Only myself.
R: Wow, well done, good for you. 
F: Yes. So after that, after two years, not reading not reviewing, I, education is open. So I took the entrance examiner and I pass. 
R: Congratulations. 
F: That's the point. Yeah, I 
R: and that was the exam for teacher for?
F: Teacher
R: For teaching. So why did you decide to do that entrance exam, why did you not do a different exam and go into something else?
5:48
F: They said, it's not, you know when you enter that bachelor's degree. The thing is, you don't they don't require much money, you just buy some books. (R: Okay), so I choose the one that is less expensive,
R: And that makes sense. (F: Yeah), so, but were the tuition fees the same or the tuition fees wre less as well? 
F: It diff, it differs from, for example engineering is quite.. 
R: Yes, okay, quite more. So you got into teaching because it was the best route for you at that time?
F: Yes, I Inaudible, back then maybe I will 
R: would you like me to turn the ac on? 
F: Yes

recording stopped – new recording 
0:04
R: Lovely story really interesting, right. So, so you've now saved up the money. You've worked for two years. How old are you now? 
F: Now I was eighteen 
R: Eighteen. And you've passed the entrance exam to get into teacher training. So tell me about what your teacher training was like, what kind of things did it cover?
0:21
F: Oh, so because of, I, I applied for scholarship in the university, and because I'm poor and my grades are, it's all right. So I need to maintain a specific grade like, it should be one point 75 in all areas, (R: okay, okay) across. If I goes below that, they will (R: take the scholarship away) take the scholarship away. So I need to work hard, study well. Education is all right, you know, but how many children will be there? Like 40 when we started this like, sixty in a class

R: sixty? six zero?
F: yeah. And then as the years goes, some like drop or transferred to other er.
R: But where, but did you do teaching practice all the time? Were you straight into a school or were you in college and then?
1:09
F: No, first, first two years it's like you have to take some basics. So you have your English, English one, English two and then maths. That after that fourth year we started to have this OJD 
R: so for the first three years you were in college doing the your
F: the basic
R:  basics and then you were. What age group did you teach in?
F: er, budget? Elementary.
R: Elementary?
F: Yes.
R:  So what is what's elementary for you? Because I don't know the ….
F: Elementary is like years, years one to six. 
R: Oh. Okay, so like our primary school?
1:41
F:  Yes, so we have to learn or all the subjects because when you have teacher like in elementary teacher, you don't have a choice. You have to teach everything. 
R: Yes. Yes. 
F: There’s no specific.
R: yes, you are with the children all the time, aren't you? 
F: Yeah. 
R: So you were put into a school then, this is still part of your training?
F: Yeah. on the job training 
R: On the job training, so were you in the school full time or part time?
2:02
F: Ah, half day in school and half day on the job.
R: So five days a week? 
F: Yes. 
R: Okay, so when you were doing those basic, you said like the English, English one, English Two, was it more knowledge? Or did they teach you about how to control the class?  How to differentiate? What did they?
2:18
F: No, it was so different? You know, we have this strategy. There's one, like teacher who's teaching a strategy, but those how to handle children, how you manage your resources, the classroom management, no, 
R: nothing like that? 
F: It's like strategy and you have to report in front of your friends. How you will know, you never been into teaching yet. 
R: Oh, that's interesting. 
F: Yeah. Yes. So it's like they will give you some pamphlets, some books to read. After that. You will report Okay, how you do this strategy. You have to tell them, you never…
2:50
R: but you've never actually done it, but you have to tell them. So when you in front of the classroom, how did you feel when you had your first class, when you're practicing still?
F: I feel, I feel nervous, but I love children, so small. But those times I prepared the older ones yet using 
R: So you were starting work with the old ones?
F:  Yeah. (R: okay, okay) Where you are, from where you will learn the strategies and the method? When you're observing your class teacher.
3:17
R: Okay. 
F: there will be a teacher
R: Yes. Yes. So that was much more useful to you then because?
F: Useful than the class 
R: Yes, yeah. So you saw, so was your first class teacher good? Did you learn good strategies from them?
F: Yeah, first I was assigned in year one. So the basically reading, how you teach the children reading but then it's like, syllables like Ba, C, D , its not the sound  so not phonics. I’m just learn in Dubai.
R:  so there's no phonics there it’s all? 
F: No it not phonics, it’s all syllable, the way you see the letter, is that the way you read it. 
R: Yes. Okay
F: F, la, like something
R: okay. So, and in the so you're in year one in the mornings with the classroom. So teaching reading, did you teach it to the whole class? I don't. I've never been in, I've never had the privilege to be in a 
F: Yeah, the class teacher will be there. And then she will handle the children, he will observe. And then there will be times that she will assign you to do something. And that's the time you take over, maybe one, one session and then that’s it.
R: So they, so even in year one, they had like timetable of session, tell me what the day was like in year one.
F: It's like, I know before, it's like until 12. And their timetable is like our timetable. They have English and then science but the basic ones, (R: okay), and then they're our native language. We have EPP
R: What’s EPP?
F: Or something like that. Yeah. 
R: Okay. Sorry, what's EPP?
F: Its like, economics, the children will learn how to, you know, do simple, making bread or you know, 
4:53
R: Okay, all right. So, how many in the class did you say? There was quite a lot in the class.
F: Yeah, nowadays teacher it’s like sixty. Teacher needs to wear a lapel.
R: Really?
F:  They have to buy, buy myself. 
 R: My goodness
F:  They cannot hear you. 
R: So they have, the teacher has to wear a sound system like I
F; Yes
R: Wow, and so is it very much the teacher stands at the front and the children? Tell me how the children are facing the teacher then, in rows? 
F; Yes, it’s very different there's no differentiation at all. I don’t know nowadays; I saw some of my friends who are also teachers. I've seen them trying out to differentiate the activities but the resources, is very difficult. You have to buy from your own. 
R: own pocket?
F: Yeah. Back then, children will be sitting facing you, facing the board. So whatever you say they will just look, sit on a, like the chairs back then is like this size.
R: Benches, like benches?  
F: benches and three children needs to fit in there.
5:49
R: Yes, Okay. And they would just copy write what you said? Or they would do a lot of writing? 
F: Copy, Oh my God, we have a book but it's not enough so two children needs to copy and share. They cannot get the book home. 
R: So the textbook they have to share, but they just have exercise books, they just copy in that?
F: I don't understand that. You have a book. But you need to copy the text. (R: Yes) You're not learning it. 
R: No. So at that time, how did you feel about your teaching then, was it enjoyable?  Was it hard work?

F: I don’t work, the first year I do the OJT.  I sort of? (Inaudible)
R; sorry you need to tell me everything, what’s the OJT?
F: That’s On The Job training. 
R: All right.  Okay (both laugh) All right. Okay
F: We are training, it’s another training, so halfway of my fourth year, college, halfway of my college, I was there and on the job training.
6:37
R: Yeah. So how did you feel about being a teacher this time?
F: In the public school, I thought to myself, I can't. Because I feel the again, you know the level it's very hard, the hardship of the small children. (R: Yes) they come to school without eating breakfast. They don't have very exercise, don't have rubber. I need to provide (R: Yes) , it's during break time. In my own I give them money to buy this, okay buy your porridge.
7:07
R: How did you fund your training then? How did you fund that? 
F:  Yeah the scholarship, we have the scholarship 
R: okay so the scholarship.
F: So the scholarship paid my tuition fee now. 
R: And were you living at .. ?
F: (inaudible) My budget my own money right (R: ok). So the municipality we have this newsletter, so I’m a scholar there. I was pledged to help them do the you know, (R: newsletter?) do the small newspaper (R: okay). For that municipality.
R: and when you living at home at this time?
F; They give me only with me 500 pesos? 
R: A month?
F It’s like 50 dirhams
R: goodness me. 
F: I need to budget that for a month.
R: Were you living at home at this time? 
F: Yeah. 
R: And how did your parents feel about you doing this then?
7:48
F: I feel that they are proud but they can’t do anything. I have two more siblings. 
R: So they are still dealing with those and providing for those.
F: So if you want for student, try, figure it out yourself. 
R; so it was very much on your own. 
F: If we have spare ones, my, my, my mother really tried. Washing laundry for other people.
R: Wow, you must really appreciate all that then.  
F: Yes.
R: Yeah. 
F; Now that I’m a parent too. 
R: Yes I know as soon as you get a parent. So they, were they, your parents proud of you that you did this?
F: Yeah, I feel that when after a year okay now it's graduation time My father was so happy and then I need to review for a year, I need to review because we have this examination. Not a year, maybe one month so I need to let go to my, my, my place is in province, which is three hours from Manila. So I need to travel three hours just to review for the exam, licence your examination.
8:44
R: Okay, so this is after the end of the fourth year 
F: after the end of the fourth year.
R: So, so you have passed, you have become a teacher but (Inaudible)
F: I got my bachelor's. 
R: Okay then, congratulations.  (F: laughing) 
F: After the hardship 
R: Wow, your parents must have been really, really proud of you?
8:58
F: Very proud. Yeah. After that my father, that time, has a, you know, building houses so that time he has some spare ones. That is the only moment my father provides, giving me 200 pessos to go to Manila 
R: to take this review.?
F; to take the review.
R: Okay, so if you didn't if you didn't take the review what would have happened or if you didn't pass review?
9:21
F: It's just a review. So it depends on you if you will pass the exam or not. (R: Right). So you pay, it's like a private school for teachers.  
R: Okay and when you pass it, what does it enable you to do?
F:  I can teach 
R: You can teach. So you need that to teach?
F: You will, you will have your, your (R: your teaching license?) license
R: Your license to teach. Wow.  Well, okay, so you've worked really hard for four years, you've done three years in college and one year on the job training.  (both laugh) Now I know what that means and now you've graduated what happens next then? What do you do next? 
9:52
F: After that, after I graduated, passed licensure exam, I applied in a private school (R: okay). Because that time. there is a politics too in public school. That is so difficult if you want to be teacher one or teacher two, you need to know someone in the higher position, the supervisor and everything like that? R: Okay,) I don't want to go through that. And I've experienced small children. 
R: That's in a public school or private School is like that?
F: Ah, first as the public when the OJT. So that is the point. Let me try a private school. (R: Yes) , maybe it's different. Yeah, it's different. But, you know, the owner of the school, they have their own policies, salary is not much it's like 2000 for two weeks.
10:39
R: Um, what would it have been in the public school?
F: Nowa? More than that,
R:  it will be more than that, okay, but it was hard to get in there because it was you had to know somebody there really to get into that one. So you went into a private school? 
F: Yes.
R:  And how 
F: Just to get experience first. 
R: Yes, yes, so how big were the classes? What kind of things did you teach there?
10:57
F: Er, I teach year five. (R: Okay). No, year six, then I send those children for graduation and then I resigned to that school, (R: okay) because they will give you like library, library what do you call that? jobs, 
R: Yes you need to be a librarian
F: You need to be a librarian, you need to be this, you need to be that. 
R: So it, it was hard in the school?  
F: And then the travel, its far from my place. All the salaries that I earned, like half of it spent with travelling again.
R: Okay. And what was the curriculum like there?  Was it very traditional again? 
F: Curriculum is the same, 
R: So standing, teacher standing at the front?
F:  Basic education, yeah...(inaudible) they will follow the national curriculum. So, and they don't add anything special or anything like their own touch and like here, (R: yes). If you want EYFS you can do that. But there are also Montessori schools there.
11:47
R: Okay. So you were in, so you were teaching year six. And so you stood at the front, you gave them instructions. They all sat in rows, and you were there a year or?
F: A year
R: a year. Okay. What happened after that?
F: Behaviour of the children is another trouble because I never thought that children will behave that much. How we will help?  I'm just 29, how you will control the children (R: yes) you never trained for that.
R: So what was the behaviour of the children like then?
F:  They will bring. you know back then if it's available, they will bring chickens, like chicken fights inside the class (R: Oh really?)  It’s so hard (R: on my goodness). They will turn your classroom into a racetrack, they will, there's a remote car (R: yes) and they will race when you ..
R: so they would not listen? So there was no, very little discipline there then?
12:38
F: Very discipline, yeah very little. I need to throw, I'm so sorry but back  then I need to throw, I cannot hold my temper, I need to throw a whole chair, my table. 
R: Wow. Very different for you
F: Just to get their attention. 
R:  And that was like that throughout the whole school. How, what were your fellow teachers like?
F: They experience the same but they that they are less concern. 
R: They just get used to it?
F:  Ah you come, I’ll fail you. No worries. But me I want to, I want them to behave. 
R: to graduate?
F: and to graduate.
R: So my parents? Were they involved at all in this. You said right at the start that education was a privilege, (F: Yeah) these children don't seem to be making the most of their chances?
13:16
F: So parents are not much involved,  
R: No?
F; It feel, for example you have in that private school, if you have 30 children, only five will be involved in the children's learning.
R: Really? 
F: Yeah. 
R: But if it's a private school, they're paying for this though?
13:30
F: They're paying more 
R: Paying school fees?
F:  Yeah.
R: So why are they not more concerned if they're paying school fees that their children do well?
F: Yeah, just the thing that ‘ah my child is in private school’ 
R: so its just a things to say, they are proud of it? They don’t mind.

F: They don't care. 
R: But do they have to graduate? They have to pass (F: yeah) before they  (F: yes), move on to secondary school?
F: So after graduate after grade six, they need to but there's no exam. Of course that we have this assessment. When they pass, they will graduate. 
R: So everybody passes? 
F: Yeah, 
R: okay, alright, okay, interesting.
F: For their behavior there will be percentage (R: Okay) like moral education. So if you are high in one.
R: You can make it up in something else?
F: even of you fail, it will you know even get the final.
14:14
R: How did you feel then about being a teacher? It sounded like a very tough year for you?
F: Hard, because after that experience in that private school I went to another private school which is my cooperating teacher when I was doing the OJT. Now it’s in year six (R: okay) that teacher is so good.  I learned to handle the children. She's so you know the handwriting, or her handwriting is because that time you need to write the, the lesson plan (R: okay) seven lesson plan in a day you need to write down. 
R: and you have to write those you didn't get them given to you.  (F: No) How did you know what you were going to go and put in your lesson plans?
14:50
F: Ah, your teacher, your cooperating teacher will at least guide you. You know when we are studying in college, they will teach you objectives, procedures. We have a that basic knowledge. (R: ah okay so you have tha,t okay) At that time, okay, do your lesson plans and my teacher in that college will come and visit me to observe how is this teacher? Is the cooperating teacher okay with her? 
R: Right okay 
F; then they will observe me and mark me and you’ll pass.
15:18
R: yes, Okay, so you've learned a lot from her 
F: From her.
R: On the job training.
15:21
F: and then when she resigned, she put up at school. 
R: So she made her own school?
F: Own school. 
R: Wow. That’s good. 
F: But with the, it’s like a cooperation,
R: okay, so you went to work for her.
F: She offered me. “F, if you are having trouble with that school come to me and we will open a small school. That time is it was a Montessori school, so we have to go through like six months training because you cannot open a Montessori school without a training.
15:47
R: Where did you do the training?
F: In one of the Montessori School in Manila,
R: Is it a big thing Montessori in Manila?
F: a big thing
R: Why?
15:58
F: Because not. Though the Montessori approach you will learn the strategy in the college, in college, right? But the actual resources, the actual trainings, how you will do this and how you do that, you will not learn that. You will just see the picture, but you cannot hold it (R: yes, yes) You cannot experience that. How, how you will introduce.
R; so you need to touch the things and actually
F: So six month training before we open up that school.
16:21
R: so who paid for you while you're doing the six months training?
F: They did,  
R: The school did?
F: they covered it yes,
R: The school did that's good. And how did you feel doing that? Did you feel it was a..
F:  It's fine?
R: Yeah, You enjoyed it?
F: It’s your hands on. But there are different things like children needs to memorise a lot when there is one. That's the only, for me that's the only cause of having a Montessori. The real one, the real Montessori one, because there are schools called Montessori’s but they are not applying the real strategies.
R: Of course, not, but you're saying that children need to memorise things in the real Montessori?
F: the real ones, yes. A lot like parts of a leaf. A small age.
16:56
R: That's not really Montessori then is it?
F: Yeah, 
R: So even in the real one it’s not quite right then is it?
F: Yeah. I know. When I went to Europe, my, my sister in law was teaching in a Montessori. I visited her school. She said, Come F and see the real ones in Australia. (R: oh Yeah). So I visited. The teacher just wearing shorts. They are very free. You know, there's no like, there's no stress. Children are free to roam around in four walls. There's no, there will be chair in one station but they're free to roam around. And the resources are great. 
R: So at that time, you realised that.
I realise that the Montessori we went through in the Philippines is not even a real one too.
R: Okay, yes.
F: But they give certificates.
R:  Mmm, interesting. So how long did you stay in that school then?
17:44
F: For two years first, they give me year one because during that time is just a pre LM,  like, we have, what do you call it,  kindergarten and then preparatory, (R: okay), kindergarten preparatory and year one, only three stages. (R: Okay). They assigned me to the higher one, the year one, only three teachers back then.
18:05
R: And then how many in your classroom then?  How many in your class?
F: Only, er. Less than 20 
R: And did you have any resources at that time?
F:  Yeah. All provided.
R:  So did you think wow this is this is so different
F: This is different but then as we go on, as the school becomes big and famous, the resources become less. Our chairs becomes old and doesn't want to change because the funds and everything and so I says this school will just go through the same school that.
18:31
R: So you think because it was new, you had the best 
F: the new ones, yeah
R: You had the best of it then it will be moving on. 
R: So what was teaching like there? Was any difference from teaching? 
F:  It tends to be the same with the public school. (R: Okay) so sad.  That you need, the children will be there you're here, because that time, you don't need, you don’t understand the importance of differentiation. (R: Yes,) children's uniqueness. You don't learn that.
18:55
R: Was it similar to how you were brought up? How you were taught?
 F: Ut’s a similar. It tends to be the similar. Because you didn't see any new things. (R: yes) You know, if we are the new teacher new generation teachers, if you will not teach them new strategies. How can you apply?
19:09
R: Yeah, so it just continues the circle. 
F: It continues like a cycle.
R: So, yeah, you redo what you did when you were at school and what you saw. So your view of a teacher was very much.  
F: Yeah.
R: Yes
F: You’re not allowed to move.
R:  How did your parents feel all the time on your journey?
F: I feel that when I started teaching, I give them half of my salary, er most of my salary, I gave it to my mom. For the family.
19:32
R: So they were very proud of you as well. 
F: They were very proud I’m providing, then I send my small brother to school. I pay everything the house 
R: and he so, he went to private school did he?
F: No, 
R: You know pay to go to public school,
F: He my, my siblings doesn't have the, the same point of view in life. (R: okay) They didn't see that education will help them, at least to grow. (R: Okay) Now both of them are under graduate, one  already got two children. I only have one. The smaller one, in my, my sibling got two already. The youngest is still, still unmarried (R: Unmarried okay), and uneducated.
R: Okay. In this school though, that was school was set up by this teacher, would you say that she was a mentor to you? Did she help you?

F: She’s a mentor she's very strict. (R: Yeah), very strict.
R: Yes? what she was like.
20:24
F: like we, she's like my mother you know she's trying to be like my mother. You'll get you will get some views in her, F you do this. You know, you have to have a dream blah blah blah. She's like turning to my mother. We are so close privately, but when in the classroom she's so strict that you will get afraid of her. (Laughing)
R: so you have to kind of like two different relationships with her?
20:47
F: I know, 
R: Like one in the classroom, one outside.
F: yes, because she's like, Okay F we have this masterpiece, I’s like all the primary school come together. They have this contest and everything. F come to me. You're my assistant and I will go with her. We have a meeting I'm with her. They have this I have, I’m with her.
R: So you do lots of things outside the classroom as well then?
F: Yes as well. 
R: And how did you feel about that?  About how you said she's a mentor, but she was obviously two, two sides to her which. How, was that necessary? Did you understand why?
F: I feel that was necessary, because you will learn this way. (R:  okay) and then or else I will just let go. I will not prepare; I will not put extra effort. But the moment she stepped into your class without saying anything, you will feel the pressure you have to do your best.
R: So, you would work harder then?
21:33
F: Show something, show something good and nice to me. How you handle your class,
R: So you appreciate that then?
F: Yeah I appreciate that now
R: Yeah, okay, 
F: Because Mrs. K on the other hand. She's, I feel that my, my, the, the one in the Philippines much stricter than Mrs. K. So when Mrs. K. is showing that kind of strictness. I feel that 
R: I'm used to it, yes. 
F: I manage (Both laugh) 
R:  Sorry. She's more strict or she's less strict than the one in the Philippines?  
F: she is less 
R: Oh less strict so you had this. So you have this from your first mentor you were used to it by that F: Yeah. 
22:08
R: Okay. So two years ago 
F: when we have a meeting for example, all the teachers will be in the same room and then we will have a meeting. You know, each one of us need to prepare a prayer, she’s very rel, religious. So you have to.
R: she is very religious, or you are very religious? 
FL she was very religious; we are required before we start the meeting, which is what I appreciate, we have to pray in English. 
R: This is in the Philippines?
F: in the Philippines.
R: Ah, interesting. Yeah. 
F: So we are so scared that she might point to you
R:  and that you are the one that takes the prayer. 
F: (laughing) And you are not prepared, 
R: So you are all ready, okay.
FL I prepare (inaudible). Up till now I am not happy with my language and vocabulary skill. During that time, you won’t practice English not much, here at least I did for how many years. And I'm still struggling to express myself. 
R: That's an interesting part because I forgot to ask you that so when you were teaching in the Philippines, which language dd you teach in?
22:59
F: what language, yeah, most mostly to, we are trying. The Department of Education was really trying to push the children to speak in English during their English period. 
R: Just during that English period?
F:  Doesn’t happen, (R: okay), because children won't understand the instruction. Teacher is also not confident. 
R: So what's what's the home? What's your home language? 
23:22
F: Philippine, Tagalog.
R: Yeah, Tagalog. So that's what was being taught in school apart from the English period where they were, but you were taking English as well. 
23:28
F: English and Science and math you need to speak in English.
R: Okay, and why, why was the Philippine government pushing that?
F: Because, you know, that American was there in the Philippines that time. They have this curriculum where you need to teach maths, science in English aside from English,
R: okay, because it was felt, better for the children? 
23:51
F: From the required, the curriculum, I think from (inaudible)
R: Okay, so you did two years in this school? What did you learn while you were there as a teacher, how did you change and grow?
F; Ah, a part of me says that yeah teaching is for you, and the children back then it's not so cool you know they have this lunch and I was so happy that the children are happy in the class. (R: Okay), okay and I'm handled the small ones too. And the grown up, I see the difference. Stressful the small ones are very stressful.
24:23
R; So when you say small, tell me their age.
F: Year, er seven years old.
R:  Seven years old?
F: Year one that time was seven 
R; okay? Okay. Why was life so stressful for them? 
F; They can’t read (R: okay) most of the children sometimes they didn't go for a prayer they don't have the you know the er, at an early age. 
R:  Why did they not go to school earlier?
F:  it's not er…
24:43
R: Not compulsory, 
F: compulsory.
R: What, what age is compulsory there?
F: seven 
R: seven okay 
F: Seven, year one.
R: So who did go earlier?  Parents who could afford to or parents that felt 
24:52
F; yes parents who could afford, and there were, there were public nursery school. But the parents I don't know why they are not sending their children because they feel that the children didn't learn anything. You know, even the government didn't provide enough money to that for that poor kindergarten teacher in your municipality.
25:11
R: Yes, so it's very difficult then?
F: Yes 
R: Very, difficult. 
F; You know, same thing, same set up, you know, 60 - 30 children, 30 in the morning, 30 in the afternoon, only one teacher without assistant. 
25:21
R: where are we talking about now? in the private schools?  public schools?
F:  public public 
R: Pubic schools, 
F: nurseries, 
R: okay, so they would have two, two settings.
F: Two 
R: Okay, two, two Okay, two.
25:32
F: Because it's a lot even in year ones now. nowadays in public school. They try to divide it into two.
R: So they have the morning 
F: morning 
 R: What time? 
F: Thirsty five and inaudible 
R: and the same teacher teaches it?
F: The same teacher, 
R: goodness, me. 
F: Yeah. 
R: So what kind of hours would they teach, a teacher?
25:48
F: More than, Because when you go home, you need also to, to do something.
R: to prepare.
R: So the first session would be what time to what time?
F: Seven to 1130. I think 
R: And the second session?
F: The second will be one to four.
26:02
R: So the children are getting quite a short school day but the teacher was doing a long school day.
F: A long. 
R: because she had two.
F: Its like seven till five, that's the normal school time. 
R; Okay, so you spent time in this class, how did you feel at the end of it? Did you feel more confident as a teacher in this school or? 
F: the teaching is good, alright. Being the classroom with less children, all the things provided, its fine. Now I'm starting to love private school, (R: okay) and my friends who are in public schools start to complain, complain, complain. So I said I will not, I will not try. I want to try but what will happen to me? the same thing that they are happening to them,
26:40
R: Why do you want to try what's? Are they still get more salary?
F: Because the salary will be be higher and it be your turn to be in a public school, it will be close to your house (R: Okay) or close to your community. And just the what the call that?  Just the respect that you're a public teacher.
R; Oh, it's okay. Tell me about that then. So are teachers view differently in public and private schools? 
F: Yes, 
R: why?
F: If you are in a public school, you are much respected. Salaries high, nowadays because of the ?? make sure that all the teachers are paid well now, then. Definitely in private school they pay so less. 

27:21
R: Okay, and the respect is less?
F: the respect is less.
R: So why is …
F: Because the parents feel ‘ah, I’m paying extra? Why will I respect the teacher? (R: really?)  They are like the boss, they are very bossy, the parents.
27:32
R: So that's quite different to my country where private school is, they’re meant to be the best teachers and the most respected. Parents pay for it. But public school is available to everybody, (F: to everybody) and teachers may not get as much respect. I mean, hopefully they do. So you thought about going back or going into the public sector, but you didn't do it?
F: Yeah. I didn’t do it. 
R: what happened?
F: Because that time colleagues now is the problem.
27:59
R: Okay, yeah. telling you it's hard?
F: Not that, your, the colleagues that I'm working with. Personally I don't know they are jealous of me because I'm close to the Principal. So the drop things to me like bad things
R: Like, like? 
F: Like, I'm having an affair with the driver ( R: oh my goodness) because I'm close to everybody they will make stories you know under the belt, below the belt that you wont accept and.  I can work with the children. I can work with the admin.  The administration but with the colleagues, who should be helping you. Pulling you down throwing your things that makes 
R: and did you speak to the principal about this?
F: We did!  we cried in front of the principal; we sort it out we will have okay. reconcile. (R: yes) After a while she will do it again. So
R: Was there just one person doing this?
F: One person who's affecting others the help, you know they have groups.
R: Yes, yes. Yes. 
F: That’s the thing, I I don't like it. I don't want to be working in that kind of negativity.

29:01
R: We call it office politics. 
F: Yeah, 
R: yes. Yes. That goes on. Yeah, no, that's not good. So you're enjoying the teaching? 
F: I'm so, I’m so emotional, get affected, I cannot teach properly. You can’t do your work.
29:14
R: Yes it affected you then it's hard when somebody like that isn’t it? 
F: Then this my husband., now. (R: Okay,) applied you know, very adventurous, trying Dubai for the first time because
R: So hold on, when did you get married?
29:28
F: When I was here in Dubai, 
R: okay. So
F; In 2009.
R: So you came over to Dubai together though or he came over first? 
29:33
F: he came first like a year, man is it? She said, he said, I will get you after a year. So just stay there
R: So you were in that school then while he when he came over here?
F:  Yeah when that politics? 
R: Okay. Okay. So you were pleased to get out of it then?
F:  I know, very pleased.  (R: oaky) It’s like you're in a different bubbles.
29:53
R: Yeah, very different. So why did he come to Dubai? I mean, I presume, was a joint decision? Did you talk about it together?
F: We did, we did discuss, I told him to , daddy if you can do something. We're just boyfriend and girlfriends at that time  (R: Yes) . And it's not it's it's not his responsibility to take me but I said that daddy please take me out from here. I can't work anymore. It's very stressful. My health is going down. Like the job we still use chalk that time and the chalk and the board doesn't help my asthma. (R: Okay) and the weather. It's AC inside the classroom and you go out 
R: So that wasn’t helpful?
F: If the weather’s humid.
R: How old were you there then?

30:32
F: 20 when I graduated, 21? 22.
R: 22. Okay, 22, So you talked to him about him coming to Dubai specifically or just away from the Philippines?
F: Just a way to get out from the Philippines. (R: Okay, oaky) so I didn't I don't know what will happen to me here. If I can manage? They said, yeah, it's alright to teach in Dubai.
R: Did you know anybody else here, in Dubai?
F: Only my husband 
R: only your husband?
F: My boyfriend, yeah.
30:57
R: so he came over and what work did he get?
F: Ah, a sales rep in Rugland.
R: Okay, 
F: yeah. 
R: So he was happy over here?
31:06
F: He's not happy, but it's all right. You know, he's not forced to give some, you know, there is a culture in our country, when you work abroad you have to send money back home. So for his family, which is alright, they’re not requiring him. That's why he…
R: So he can start to save money? 
F: Save money to get me,  
R: to bring you over?
31:27
F: yeah. 
R: Right. So at that time when you came over, you knew you're gonna get married to him and then? 
F: yeah, 
R: Yeah. At that time.
F:  I’m tired, I don't have any job (laughing) 
R: Okay, okay
F: That time like, I feel that I love him.
R: yes, yeah.
31:41
F: But because of that extra effort to get me 
R: He did a lot for you 
F: I pledged myself. 
R: he did a lot for you.  So you came over here and how quickly did you start a teaching job over here?
31:52
F: Mmm. Not, A year I was looking for a job.
R: Why was it so difficult? 
F: it’s very difficult.
R: Was year was this?  What year was this?
F: 2009, I started to look for a job
32:04
R: Okay
F: 2008, actually in November 2008 ,I started to look I exit for three times, thrice,
R: so you were on a visit visa?
F: Visit visa,  they used my visa (R: yes)  and I have a part time, like a month in media city,  and I said office word is not for me. I have a choice to do office or teaching (R: yes).  I tried office first.  I can’t!
R:  You didn't like it?
F: I designed everything all, all their files I read the butterflies and flowers and (laughing) what happened 
32:34
F: I just relieved one accountant. (R: okay) that accountant went to Philippines, there's no one to, to, to you know, to stay in the office. So, Okay, you can do part time. I stayed there. It's very hard. Very hard, that time is like a during the process of joining ( ??) . Yes. And I transfer a call which is they are preventing for a year. I transfer, I give this number. (laughing) 
R: Oh no, so they weren’t very happy that you put this person through.
F: No so happy so that was the end of that.
RL right, how did you find your teaching job then?
F:  I was looking for that. After that I said office is not for me, I will look for a job. (R: Okay), for teaching job.  The offer is  so low, is like one eight, one.
R: Were you applying in schools or nurseries?
F: Yeah in schools
R: In schools.
F: Yeah,  as an assistant teacher maybe teacher. They offered me one eight, in Karama.
33:21
R: Okay, yeah, the salaries weren’t good.  No.
F: there was a primary school in Karama, I looked. (R: yes) One eight, one eight, one seven.
R: so you didn’t accept that then? 
F:  My husband says try for another one (R: yes) So I went exit in Kicth, Oman(R: Yes)  Then they come back, I found. I cried just too, I cannot find P school at that time
R: What do you mean?
F: They called me okay you have an interview.
R: You mean physically, physically couldn't find it?
F: I couldn’t find it. I was not used to walk alone by myself and my husband that time will usually drop me off if I am visiting a school, you go. (R: yes) then I will wait for you here.  At  that time I feel so new. So lost, I was crying. Near the Emaarat, can find it. I'm calling the K, there in the office. (R: yes)  ‘Just walk, you know there's an Emaarat, there are lots of  Em.. , me now I understood that there are three Emaarats around the P.
R: yes, oh, so you, oh no, so that wasn’t a good start then.
F: It’s so hot
34:14
R: So you've got there for your interview and your job, first job with them was working in which age group? 
F: Firstly they interview me, the only sl… .and the, the one who interviewed ‘Yeah, it's all right now show me how you got in PE, show me your skill PE.  And that time we are trained to handle everything. Just a knick knack of everything (R: yes) and then make out of it do, exaggerated the things for the children. And I did pass (laughing)
R: well done, congratulations.
F:  So they accepted me as a PE teacher because that time that the PE teacher will leave.
34:43
R: so it's a PE teacher you went in as > (F: PE) Okay.

F: That’s the time I entered P.  It’s that, you know, the experience not so good. I feel that I met growing.
R: How long did you spend as a PE teacher there?
34:56
F: ah, a year then I got pregnant. When I got pregnant Miss K.  told me you can handle the VE, values education, for only eight children because my tummy was kind of big.
RL That was kind of her.
F. Yeah, it's quite big. So F  just handled this subject. (R:Yes). And let's see afterwards, when you give birth, after you’ve given birth, let's see where you will go. And then there is one K in in my school until now she's there. She's now the coordinator. The same mentality when we're back home. (R: oh dear) If you are doing well, she will pull you down.(R: Okay). You know there will be observation, the KHDA is coming to your school, they will prepare. We will prepare lesson plan. It's already Wednesday. I give my lesson plan on Sunday. It's now Wednesday. I've already taught the children, by lesson plan is not yet approved. R: oh dear) Oh, dear. And then she will say do a plan fo, for example, diversity make a plan out of it. (R: Yeah.)  I don't know that. You know, I just searched
36:00
R: So she's, but she's your coordinator though but she's not being very supportive?
F: Yeah, not being very supportive, Okay, then after I shown my hard work lesson plan, she will open the cup.., the cupboard and show me books ‘use this books.’ ‘You have the books, why didn’t give me?”
36:15
R: Yes,  yes, so she wasn't very helpful then?
F: No, I told Mrs. K, that's the end of my rope. Mrs. K. I don't want to be there ,upstairs. 
R: And what did she say? 
F: ‘Where do you want to go? Can you just,’ I will try FS that's the time I tried FS with Miss FA
R: Oh, very different
36:32
F: very different, that time, we only have two teachers no assistant, it's not an assistant, it’s like you are two teachers in a classroom. (R:  Okay). Now, we are one main and one assistant. 
R: How many children in the classroom?
F: 25.
R: Okay, so, so you've been a PE teacher for a year. You were still pregnant now when you move down or you’d given birth?

36:50
F: When I go I already give birth. 
R: Did you go back to the Philippines to give birth? Or did you, had your ? 
F: No here, She was delivered January 1. 
R: Oh wow. Congratulations. A new year baby. How old is she now?
37:02
F: She is now turning 9 on Jan.
R:  And she's with you here?
F; Yes, 
R: That's great. That's good.
F:  She's a P baby.
R: Oh lovely. So she's went through P school as well. So you where, when you were working with that small group, you were in the upper school, you were year five or six or what? 
37:17
F: Ah, it's  R: Inaudible) Ms. FA,  she's so good. I learned most of my strategies from her 
R: so you're now working with Ms. FA, you are now working in KG1. Do you call l it KG or FS?
F: Ah, FS2
R: FS2,  Okay, so you're working in FS2, to what did you learn from her then?
37:33
F: Ah, strategies, how to, because that time differentiation doesn't happen yet is very early stage of our foundation. So Miss FA taught me the strategies and everything, how to make resources, how to you know songs right? I didn’t, do that because I'm a PE teacher and then PE teacher I don't have that. So that is the first time I learned a lot.
R: So you had to learn a lot?
F: I learned a lot. 
R: How did you feel about that? Did you welcome that learning or did you?

F:  She’s very helpful and I said I like this, you know, making resources for children. I think this is my forte, (R: yes)  I didn't know. Mrs. K.  just trusted me. Yeah, I think F then the first time she observes my class, F you are so exaggerated! Why are you that job, I was doing bad job so …..
R: what does she mean by 
F: Ms. K!  I’m learning! Just learning everything now. No, no, the first lesson that she was observed when I was with Miss FA’s English, or English or math, I think English and then I open up, reading, so like reading when there's Fred(?)  talk.(R: Yeah, yes) . Simple, simple (laughing) like opening Okay, I don’t know how to read, …. or something like that. And this is Mrs K like, inaudible, that is the first comment I get from her, less drama, more learning. (laughing) 
38:51
R: Okay, that’s interesting. So you, so Miss FA took the class,
F: Mmm, I'm taking maths. She's taking English
R: Oh, okay, but you're working alongside each other (F: yes) in the classroom. room and she was an experienced teacher. She'd been there for?
F: Ms K partnered me with her (R: Yes) because she knows that I will learn more from her.
39:07
R: Okay, so tell me what the classroom looked like? Before we've talked about rows of desks, was there rows of desks at that time in?
F: That ….. which one are we talking about?
R: In P.in that classroom in the, in FS2 
F: In FS? 
R: Yeah, what was your classroom setup like?
39:20
F: It's like, we try to differentiate activity we started you know, tables, 
R: okay, say so, Okay, so yeah, resources? 
F:  Resources centres on over, we have literacy and Maths resources. Yeah.
R: And did that feel very different to you because it was?
F: very different (inaudible) and that time  they will just leave one week plan. Okay, and then we will try Okay, today let's do this and that. (R: Okay), so it was assigned.
39:48
R: Yes. So you have over the week you think I've got to do all these things?
F: Yeah, we have to do by.
R: You have these things and then you can decide so they give you the weekly plan and then you decide when you're going to do which bit of it?
39:56
F: Yes, weekly plan and then you decide which lesson to be on Sunday and that. So that time I feel it's like yeah, easy, FS is easy. So I stayed there, after a year with Ms Fa, Ms K thought, you're ready to have your own class. (R: Okay) , because now  we will design a class, a main teacher and an assistant. So that's the…..
40:17
 R: so the school was growing at that time (F: yes) as well then so 
F: Yes, it’s like seven.
R: so you get your own class. 
F: Seven FS
R: How did you feel about that then with your own class?
F: Nervous.
R: Yes.
40:25
F: Yeah, that is that will be my first time I need to face the, teach the parents to
R: How do you think the parent was? I mean, I know P from my research people wouldn't know P. . So tell me what kind of children you had? What kind of parents? Where did they come from? How involved were they?
F: We have, you know, it's like an international, it’s an international School, like but sometimes in a class, like my class, half of it will be like Filipino from the Philippines and then we have Indian Arabs or less like one or two 
R: and are parents very involved in it?
40:59
F: Yeah, most of the parents are involved. But there will be prejudiced parents. When they see that it's a Filipino teacher. They won't say, they know they won't like it. 
R: So what won't they like?
F:  I need to prove myself. 
R: Okay, so what don’t they? 
F: I need to prove myself to Mrs. K, I need to prove myself to my colleagues, I need to prove myself to the parents and also let the children to learn that is my proof. If my children learn from me, 
R: That's your proof. Yes. So how did you prove yourself to all those people? What did you do?
41:31
F: When we attended the CPDs and everything, then it's like lightened my mind.  You know, it opens a new world of learning from for me as a teacher, you know, differentiation, designing your own resources for the children. Focused activity. You know those things. And then yeah, I think I did know how..
R: so it gave you new ideas then?
F: how can I rate myself, but when Mts K commented  ‘Go to F ,visit F, how F manages the classroom, How F design this?’ Most of my, I mean most of my observation when they give me a review, it's like outstanding. So 
R: Congratulations 
42:14
F: Yeah, I thought I'm doing good. Yeah.
R: How did you prove yourself to the parents?
F: I need to be firm. (R: Okay), if they have questions. Like one parent made me cry, because that child has a behavioural problem. Every time I open up to the parent, and they will turn the table to me, says, because you're not paying more attention to my child, when my child got hurt is not a big issue. But my child hurt someone. It's a big issue.
R: So they're blaming you rather than
F: Blaming me for everything
R:  For their child, how did you deal with that?
42:47
F: First I’m, at first, I was very emotional and Miss K,  I can handle this anymore. ‘No, you can, send me the parent.’ You know, she's always there to help me. (R: Okay) Yeah. And then she was… inaudible (laughing)
R: so she was , so you had the support? 
F: I had that support. And every time I have a problem parent. (R: Yeah). I know that the parent F don't give up.’ Yes Miss K.  Now I started to be firm.
43:09
R: So she made a big difference by the sound of it to you?
F: Yes, Yeah.
R: Yes. How, how did she help you?
F: She made me feel confident. ‘You can do it. You're a good teacher.’ If someone don't like your class telling you why, why,  for example, some parents will go to her.’ Can you transfer my child to other class because I don't want to the Filipino  teacher’. ‘Why do you know my teacher?’ You know, 
R: So she would stand up for you? 
F; She will, confidence, She will. She will , what do we call it?  She will 

43:36
R: Will give you confidence. (F: Yeah.)  So do you think you've changed a lot while you were teaching that or while you've been teaching in FS?
F: I didn't realise that I have the confidence and the creativity. If Mrs. K didn’t believe in me, I won't know. So that's the, a big difference in me professionally.
R: so she made a big difference. Okay. How Do your family feel about your job now? You said it was, and is it a career now? You said right the start it was never your career you chose. When, has it become a career? Is it a career?
F:  It's my destiny. 
R: It’s your destiny? 
F: Yes.
R; That's, so that’s amazing, isn't it? That's amazing. So how do your family feel about it? Your husband here? Your family back at home?
44:20
F: They are quite happy now, I is I started to, we are parent, rental house now, we build it you now, my husband……
R: that’s a big thing. Wow.
F:  At least we have investment, we start to invest, salaries are not that much, you know,(R: yes)   before,  before you know, one second year, first year in P, they will increase your salary, four hundred. (R: Okay.) And when we hire a British principal, he said that time Mr. S says if you won't raise the salary of your teacher, the parents won't respect them. Their salary much lower than the bus drivers.
R: The teacher's salary is lower than the bus drivers?
F:  Especially Asians, especially Filipinos. 
45:07
R: Wow, so it was paid differently for different nationalities?
F: They keep on talking diversity and everything, but it doesn’t happen.
R: But at the end of the day. So did he have an impact on salaries? Did they give up at all?
F: Yeah, (R: yes). 1000 
R: Well, everything helps, doesn't it? 
F: Yes. But after a year, because he's for the employee, the colleague and none for the admin and the admin doesn't like that. 
R; Yes, its hard isn’t it. 
F: Then  then they kick hm out. 
R: probably came out. Yeah. So he comes from a different system where he's supporting the teachers. 
F: yeah
R; And it's …..okay.
F: Not only the teachers, even the nannies that time, because why you will not provide water for them or food. They are also here. They are human beings they need water they, (R: of course, f course) they don't like that.
45:52
R: So back to your teaching then. Tell me what kind of teacher you are. Now. Describe yourself. Two ways,  describe yourself as a teacher in your first school. Describe your teacher, well three ways. Let's do it. Teacher in the first school,  teacher in your private school. (F: Yeah), and a teacher now. What kind of teacher were you in each school? 
F: Okay, first devastated. Ah… sad. (R: Okay), I'm very sad and not , unhappy,(R:  unhappy), unhappy. The second one neutral feeling. It's alright. It's fine. I can survive something like that. (R: Okay), and then now I feel like…. I grown professionally. Now I know myself, now Why? I know I know why I'm a teacher. I have my……
46:47
R; You understand your destiny now?
 F; yes.
R: That's a big change then, isn’t it?  So that's a big change not just in your actions. 
F: Yeah. 
R: Bit is that changing how you feel and how you think and?  Did it taken a long time? 
47:01
F: And every time I talked to that principal back then was very straight. 
R: You still keep in touch with them?
F Yeah. Till now. Every time I call her, I visit her in the Philippines, I told her, you should, you should give your teachers this style. This learning or this strategies that really helps the children. (R: I was going to say)  I want to share it with them.
R: You want to go back and change it back there?
F: Yeah.
R: What differences do you think, does it make to the children? We really haven’t we talked about the children very much? What difference do you think it has made to the children?

F: Because, at that time, we are not providing enough for the children to learn to read, maybe half the children? If they are not in by private school. They won't read until year one, year two.
47:44
R: Okay. So not reading at home. They haven't got reading materials at home?
F: No reading is very little. 
R; So what do you think is the impact on the children here? What, your teaching style here. What does it allow the children to do? Does it?
47:58
F: Not only, the children grow so well,  you know, every time we have this assessment, you know, and I will see the graph, the graph that ‘oh my children perform so well,’ the language development that they are instilling in themselves. We have one new coordinator in SEN. He was sitting there and observing my children and we talk about, not only reading, is not only reading we talk about diversity, core values and he was so surprised, he’s from Africa and he’s new. He was’ these four children, four year five year old children were talking about diversity and compassion and everything. So for me, learn, teaching them not only reading and mathematics, it's also teaching them diversity. They understood diversity so well, been patient, through stories, and then, you know.
48:49
R: When when you teach them, are you?  Do you have a very different relationship, d you think with the children you have now than the children you had previously? Is your relationship very different as a teacher and a pupil?
F: It is the same. It ends of the same 
R: In what way?
F: Ah. The way I see that, you know, there will be children I, I feel that they are similar, you know, there will be five children whose high, you know, I could understand know that there are different sets. But the, the way it was distributed is like the same. So this strategy will be the same, you know, sometimes you have a very high child  (R: Yes), that you need to be challenged with. Now, I have another SEN (R: yes) I need to help and put extra effort.
49:32
R: But do you think the children in your first two schools , when you're on your job training and then your first school and, and the public's, private school, sorry, the first private school? How do you think they viewed you as a teacher? Did they enjoy coming to school? Did they, did they were they learning? Were they thinking for themselves?
F: No, no, it's for the first two schools that I'm in. I’m not happy. You know, there, they wouldn't be happy. (R: Yeah). I cannot. it’s like,  yeah, just go with the day, and end the day and then go home. 
R; You're just getting through it,  getting through it.?
F; Yes getting through it.
 R: for the children and for you?
F: Now, here in Dubai with my children. It's like, spending time, with them making them happy, excited, citing something like that when, when they hug you and says, teacher, I love you out of nowhere, they will hug you at the back. “Oh, you know, I feel so blessed.
50:28
R: And how do parents, you talked about winning over parents, (F: yes) How do parents feel about?
F: Nowadays, you know how to handle them, you know, if for example, because that I don't know how to, to manage this children and the parents, if the child has a problem, I cannot relate to the parent because they make a fuss out of it. So first Miss F says say something nice first, (R: yes, yes) just approach it and then say the problem. And say at the end we will work together.
50:57
R: Okay, so she gave you very structured, helpful.
F: yes
R: Ways of dealing with parents. Okay, I'm very conscious that your husband is waiting downstairs thank you and it's been about an hour and I've loved listening to you, it's been a real privilege. So let's kind of finish up the last five minutes, if  that alright?  So, so, very, very interesting story. Kind of sum it up, what do you think the main challenges or the main things that changed the way that your story went?
F: The challenge from back home coming here?
R; Yeah, 
F:  how we adjust? Ah, language. 
R: Okay. 
F: Yeah. Diversity, their culture. You need to understand, because that time I feel that you know, uniform is a big issue, things like that. You know, those simple things. So sad that they are wearing, the you know, what their wearing? Yes, they're wearing that at home too. Okay, our home wear wearing this different one when we go to,  at work because you know, it's a big issue I don't like that. I don't like that because of your rules on how we (R: dress) dress, you will think that your teacher is not the best possible.
52:11
R: Okay, so I know when we talk about uniform, we're talking about teachers clothing rather than children's uniform. So you're talking about 
F: The teacher, the teacher.
R:  So how did you dress before and how did you have to adapt to your dress now then?

52:22
F: Because there are some Filipino who tried to push their boundaries, okay, let’s wear this and that, and then it goes back to the teachers. (R: Okay), it goes back to the teachers. Come on, teacher. Let's wear formal. Come on, guys. (R: it makes you look professional) When your costume is not formal. (R: Okay. Yes) So, we're wearing shoes, you're wearing sandals.
R: Okay. So do you think so? You think you've learned to dress more professionally? Or?
F: I'm trying. 
R: Okay. 
F: But they are not providing uniforms, allowances. 
R: Yes, so it's hard, isn’t it?.
F: with the salaries, that I’m given. 
52:53
R; So what else have been the main challenges changing them from teaching? Because it sounds like it was a very different job, would you agree?
F: Very different. Very different, er resources wise, you know, here all provided, but back then I feel so sad that we have the resources. All the resources there in the Philippines is available in your backyard here. We need to buy twigs we need to buy. 
R: Okay.
F: Okay something like that. There is available but we don’t know how to manage.
R: Don't know how to use them. 
F: Yes. So what have been your other challenges then for you? Has it been very difficult living away from home and you said about culture? cultural differences? (F: yes) What differences?
53:33
F: Here now, you're not allowed to eat this kind of food.’ It smells’  something like that, you know, petty things uniform and food, we're there.(R:  Oka), we're trying to understand, you know diversity, the, the only thing I don't understand, they are telling us teach children diversity and they can’t even, 
R: You are not experiencing that?
F: Yeah.
R:  Okay. All right. What were the things that helped you along your journey? What makes , because you obviously you've got a lot of inner strength.
F: Do you see? (Laughing)
R: Yes, I do see that I do see that very much.

54:03
F: Mrs. K always tell me you know, to everyone. Did you know that Mr. S visited my class (R: no)  two years ago I think three years ago (R: wow) we had this he, he will come and visit to be your assistant.
R: DR. A  head of  the KHDA
F: yes I know, 
R: wow, big man. That is the confidence of Mrs. K, to, with, to me. 
R: So that's made a big difference to you then? A big different having somebody that trusted you, you said  trusted you to Okay, fantastic. But just before we finish and I would like to follow this up with another, another chat if that's right with you. Is there anything you'd like to tell me because I ‘ve loved listen to this morning. Anything else you'd like me to tell you? 
F: I don't know if,  if you get something from me. (Laughing)
R: I've got lots from me. I've got lots. It’s  really, really made me think. Thank you.
F: Yeah, the only problem that I'm facing that maybe you can help, the expat teachers when they come to Dubai, is the language, the  cultures. Languages very different. You know, we are not native speaker , and it's very hard when you apply, they will say they need native speaker, native speaker, native speakers
55:10
R: What would make a difference then?  what would make a difference?
F: I don’t know, I don't understand, I never been with, partner with a native speaker teacher. I don't know the difference, but I'm heard when they have a Filipina assistance and we've talked to them, they said no. They're okay. It's maybe we are doing much, much more 
R: better than you think
F:  It’s very hard to prove yourself when you're Asian. When you're not native speaker in everything, you have to like multiply even to 10 
R: Because people have assumptions about you, do you think?
55:41
F: Yeah. When you cannot express yourself in English properly, You're not good.
R: Just because you can't speak English not because of your teaching skills or anything else. It's because of the English is 
F: it’s not about your skill is not what you're studying, what your children Learn from you.
R: Yes, I understand that Yes. Okay,
F: So hard. 

R: What about culturally, you said somethings about that?
56:00
F: Culturally
R: how could it help?
F: The locals are more open, than than the Pakistani and the Indians
R: They are more open? 
F: They are more strict.
R: Who are more strict? 
F: The Indians and the Pakistanis 
R: Okay
F: like the, the real locals, I think. I feel,
R: Do you think people still very much keep it to their own cultural communities? Do you know, do Filipinos very much keep together in school? Do Indians keep together in school? Or is there that mixing?
56:26
F: You know, in my in my stage FS2, I'm the only Filipino and my colleagues are like Pakistan and India. I do feel that back home my colleagues are not helping me to grow. Here. I can see that. Yeah, it's possible even with 
R: working together?
F: Different nationality, (R: good) we can work together. 
R: That's really good. 
F; Yeah. 
R: Good. Thank you so much. You have been brilliant, very good. We're going to stop there.
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