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5. METHODS
-----------

Data was collected in a two-stage sequential mixed methods study. The first stage involved an online survey of students and teachers (different surveys) across part of the school, Years 7 to 11 for students, and all teaching staff, to explore views on engagement and the use of one-to-one Chromebook technology. They were invited by the Head to participate. The online survey for each group was open for completion for two weeks, with an email reminder at the end of week one, and a final reminder one day prior to closing. A link to the survey was sent with the invitation to participate along with the relevant information sheet – for students, parents were informed prior to the survey to withdraw consent if they wished. The results were analysed, and key themes/ issues identified. Following this, the themes/ issues were explored in stage two, using semi-structured interviews for Y9 teachers and focus groups with Y9 students. Y9 have been selected as they are the middle group in the junior and middle part of the school and contain a mixture of experienced 1:1 users and those who have only been using 1:1 since they joined the school. These took place in a school meeting room, to try and ensure neutrality, given the position of the researcher (i.e not the Deputy Head’s Office). Interviews and focus groups were audio recorded and transcribed. Comparisons of teachers’ and students’ views were explored to understand the perceptions of both groups as to how one-to-one technology impacts student engagement.

The stage one online questionnaire and stage two interviews/ focus groups asked for both student and teacher participation on a voluntary basis (by the Head teacher), via their school email accounts. In stage one, students in Y7 to Y11 were asked to participate via their school email. In stage two, the purposeful convenience sample of Y9 students to be interviewed as part of a focus group were taken from volunteers from this year group. The number of focus groups was determined by the number of volunteers. For teachers, the stage 1 questionnaire was done voluntarily and the interviews in stage 2, a purposeful convenience sample involved volunteers who teach a Y9 class(es). Interviews were carried out with individual teachers. Both interviews and focus groups were conducted in a neutral setting in the school and were audio recorded and transcribed. 

Quantitative data was analysed using SPSS Version27. Qualitative data was explored using Nvivo12. 

